Legal Aid Committee
Selected Highlights 2017
Legal Aid Committee, January 11, 2018
This is a compilation of highlights submitted by some of the legal aid organizations that participate in the CBA
Legal Aid Committee. Not all organizations were able to submit highlights, but this compilation provides an
overview of some of the great work happening in our community. Thanks to everyone who submitted highlights.
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IL-AFLAN Hotline Launch
CARPLS launched the hotline for
the Illinois Armed Forces Legal
Aid Network (IL-AFLAN), a new
network funded by the Illinois
Equal Justice Foundation to provide Illinois veterans, service
members, and their dependents
with access to pro bono civil
legal aid services.
Legal aid is one of the most pressing
and overlooked needs facing Illinois
veterans and service members. ILAFLAN was created to fill that void,
with CARPLS' legal assistance hotline acting as the hub of the network. Through the hotline, income

qualified
veterans, active-duty
military,
Reservists,
National
Guard members, and their dependents who live in, are stationed in, or have a legal problem
in Illinois can speak directly with
an attorney regarding any civil
legal problem. IL-AFLAN clients
can be advised on a wide range of
legal issues, such as family, housing, consumer debt, employment,

and veteran-related issues such as
military discharge upgrades and VA
benefits. Since the launch of the
hotline on 8/1/17, CARPLS has
served over 400 IL-AFLAN clients.
Contact: Pat Wrona/312-4214011/pwrona@carpls.org

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
Expansion of Educational Rights Work in Suburban Areas
The Law Project of the Chicago
Coalition for the Homeless expanded the geographic scope of
its educational rights work to
suburban areas through outreach, community education,
and direct representation of
homeless families and students.
The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless welcomed an Equal Justice
Works Legal Fellow sponsored by
Kirkland & Ellis LLP and AbbVie Inc.
to the Law Project in September
2017 to provide legal services and
advocacy for homeless families and
students living in suburban areas.
The Law Project began providing
legal information and legal services
in the North, West, and South sub-

urbs of Chicago through attending
back-to-school fairs and community
resource fairs. They distributed informational material on the educational
rights of homeless students and the
new Illinois laws that affect homeless
individuals’ ability to get identification documents as well as various
public benefits. They also trained
staff and youth at various community
service providers and directly representing homeless families and students with legal issues that arise.
Contact: Alyssa P hillips/ 872 -5886800/aphillips@chicagohomeless.org
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Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department (CCLA)
CCLA Department Development Completed
CCLA has successfully transitioned to a comprehensive legal service department providing much needed legal assistance.
In January 2014, the newly formed CCLA Department developed a three year plan including major changes designed to build its programs and redistribute responsibilities to
facilitate the addition of direct representation services. Over these last three years,
CCLA has successfully implemented changes that have yielded an increased number of
clients served, including: a 194% increase in number of direct representation matters,
an over 100% increase in services by provided by pro bono attorneys, and a 6% increase in services provided over the legal advice line to clients from 35 Illinois counties.
Over the last year, the number of direct representation cases handled by CCLA staff
increased by more than 20%.

Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR)
Mediation Services
Early Caucus: Adaptation of Mediation Model Using Neuroscience-Based Practice
Research in neuroscience has recently determined that when individuals experience
stress, such as participating in mediation with someone that they are in conflict with,
the physical consequences of the stress make effective negotiation very difficult.
As a result of this research, CCR worked with Jill Tanz, a long-time CCR volunteer
mediator, to develop a pilot program to assess the effectiveness of parties in mediation when they are given an opportunity to check in privately with the mediator about
potential stressors before the mediation begins. The self-reported data suggests that
this process is highly effective. As a result, in an attempt to provide the best possible
mediation services to all of our clients, CCR implemented this additional step to our
model in all Family Mediations and has added training in Early Caucus to postcertification mediation trainings for CCR-certified mediators. In April 2017, Rae
Kyritsi, CCR's Programs Director, and Jill Tanz presented on CCR's Early Caucus pilot
program at the ABA Section of Dispute Resolution Annual Conference.

Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR)
Mediation Services
Expansion of Family Mediation Services
CCR has experienced growth in the area of Family Mediation with a 150% increase in cases in the past five years. CCR has expanded Family Mediation services to specific case types and works with families to resolve conflicts related to
topics such as schedules, communication, parenting time, and financial concerns. CCR serves both never-married parents and divorced parents that have
an established parenting agreement and need to discuss possible changes to the
agreement. CCR also serves families that want to mediate specifically about
financial issues, such as child support, maintenance, and other child-related
expenses. Lastly, CCR serves parents that are not court-involved and need assistance in creating an initial parenting plan.
Contact: Cassie Lively/ 312 -922-6464 x29/clively@ccrchicago.org; Rae
Kyritsi/312-922-6464 x11/ rkyritsi@ccrchicago.org

Contact: Cassie Lively/ 312 -922-6464 x29/
clively@ccrchicago.org; Rae Kyritsi/312-922-6464 x11/
rkyritsi@ccrchicago.org
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Programs & Projects
Cabrini Green Legal Aid (CGLA)
Civil Asset Forfeiture Defense Project
Through an Equal Justice Works Fellowship sponsored by United
Airlines and Seyfarth Shaw, CGLA created the Civil Asset Forfeiture Defense Project, providing full representation to individuals
in civil asset forfeiture cases and vehicle impoundment hearings.
The consequences of an arrest can be far-reaching and impact not only
a person's liberty, but also their property - even when they are not
prosecuted or found guilty. Civil asset forfeiture and vehicle impoundment embody injustices that can occur outside the criminal court, and
the CAFDP was created in response to that. Since January 2017, CGLA
has represented 100 clients in civil asset forfeiture cases and vehicle
impoundment proceedings, along with pro bono attorneys from Seyfarth
Shaw and United Airlines. CGLA is the only legal aid organization in the
city providing full representation in forfeiture and impoundment cases.

CGLA also collaborated with the ACLU of Illinois in efforts to pass HB
303, which reformed civil asset forfeiture laws in Illinois, and chairs a
subcommittee of the Illinois Supreme Court Commission on Access to
Justice, creating statewide standardized forms for pro se litigants in
civil asset forfeiture cases.
Contact: A ndrew Hemmer/ 312 -374-6193/andrewhemmer@cgla.net

Chicago Legal Clinic (CLC)
Domestic Violence Program
The Chicago Legal Clinic offers a full range of free legal services to victims of domestic violence. This year the program served
over 700 victims.
One victim that the Clinic advocated for last year was an abused wife
who, due to severe visual impairments, is legally blind. Her husband was
a drug user who engaged in mental, emotional, and verbal abuse against
her on a regular basis. On one occasion he locked her in the basement of
their home and left her alone in the building. She managed to break the
lock and gain her freedom. Within two weeks of this incident, the Clinic
presented a Petition for Order of Protection for hearing. As a result of the
Clinic's representation, the wife was able to obtain the plenary Order of
Protection and the court directed the husband to release her personal
belongings. The Clinic is now representing the wife in divorce proceedings.
Contact: Adam Salzman/ 312 -726-2938/asalzman@clclaw.org

Chicago Legal Clinic (CLC)
Environmental Law Program Highlights
The Chicago Legal Clinic's Environmental Law Program is involved in a series of Illinois Commerce Commission proceedings
to ensure equitable, binding implementation of the energy legislation enacted by the state this year: the Future Energy Jobs Act
(FEJA).
New state legislation- the Future Energy Jobs Act ("FEJA") - charts the
course to a lower-carbon state economy. FEJA includes major policy
initiatives, including a mandate that new jobs in renewable energy and
energy efficiency initiatives should target ex-offenders, former foster
children, and residents of low-income communities. To this end, FEJA
mandates new job training and placement initiatives for these populations. FEJA also creates significant incentives for new communitybased solar and energy efficiency projects in low-income and minority
neighborhoods. On behalf of its client, the Little Village Environmental
Justice Organization, CLC is engaged in a sequence of Illinois Commerce Commission proceedings to ensure that these broad legislative

mandates are successfully implemented through highly prescriptive job
training, power purchase and energy efficiency plans that will be binding
on state agencies, utilities and other entities. CLC's ability to participate
in these proceedings is possible because of its environmental clinical
partnership with IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law and its technical service partnership with the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Northwestern University.
Contact: Adam Salzman/ 312 -726-2938/ asalzman@clclaw.org
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Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS)
Veterans
CVLS is providing pro bono legal services in Cook County to the
IL-AFLAN network.
CVLS has joined the Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network as its pro
bono partner for Cook County. We are accepting and placing cases for
veterans and their family members in the areas of family, consumer,
and housing law. We have a robust panel of volunteers who are eager
to take these cases and we anticipate growing that panel over the next
year.
Contact: M argaret Benson/ 312 -332-5542/mbenson@cvls.org

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS)
Immigration
CVLS staff and volunteers held presentations and clinics to help
immigrant families make a safety plan for their US born children in the event of detention or deportation.
CVLS held nearly 40 “Guardianship Planning for Undocumented Immigrants” presentations and clinics. More than 200 trained volunteer
attorneys served nearly 400 families with safety planning and the
preparation of short term guardianship papers to ensure that their U.S.
born children are protected in the event they are detained or deported.
Program Director Rebekah Rashidfarokhi has given community presentations in English and Spanish at churches, schools, and community
centers to more than 2,300 parents.
Contact: Rebekah Rashidfarokhi/ 312 -332-7399/ARR@cvls.org

Domestic Violence Legal Clinic
The Domestic Violence Legal Clinic's Expansion
In 2017, the Domestic Violence Legal Clinic opened a second office, growing long
-term services to survivors of domestic violence.
Victims of Crime Act (VOCA) funding allowed DVLC to expand long-term legal services to
survivors of domestic violence in 2017, as the agency grew our immigration and family law
practices and added employment, housing, and consumer law services. Working in tandem
with our Emergency Services Division at the Domestic Violence Courthouse, our new Extended Services Division provides the comprehensive, holistic services necessary for survivors to address the range of legal obstacles they encounter as they end the cycle of violence.
Contact: M argaret Duval/ 312 -325-9165/mduval@dvlcchicago.org
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Programs & Projects
Equip for Equality (EFE)
Voting Access Chicago: Equip for Equality and its volunteers conduct accessibility surveys at
over 2,000 precincts to ensure access for voters with disabilities
This initiative is significant as it will ensure that people with disabilities have access to voting
in Chicago. EFE and over 200 volunteers conducted accessibility surveys at over 2000 precincts as part of an agreement between the Chicago Board of Elections and the U.S. Department of Justice.
In the spring of 2016, the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) reviewed more than 100 polling places in
Chicago and concluded that many have architectural barriers that make them inaccessible to voters who
use wheelchairs or who are blind. The Chicago Board of Elections (CBOE) entered into an agreement
with the DOJ in which they agreed to address these access problems. CBOE contracted with Equip for
Equality (EFE) to conduct accessibility surveys on Election Day in 2016 of over 2,000 election precincts to
identify barriers and make recommendations on removing these barriers.
To accomplish this massive undertaking, EFE launched Voting Access Chicago and recruited and trained
over 200 volunteers to assist EFE with conducting the surveys. EFE and its volunteers will continue to
conduct accessibility surveys for the primary and general elections for the next three years. As a result of
this initiative, all polling places in Chicago will be accessible to voters with disabilities by the 2020 Presidential election.
Contact: Olga P ribyl/ 312 895 -7321/olga@equipforequality.org

The Family Defense Center (FDC)
Intersection of Domestic Violence and Child Welfare
After two years of coalition-building and advocacy, the Family Defense Center is proud to announce the upcoming launch of innovative pilot project that will improve DCFS interventions for families impacted by domestic violence.
Illinois has already enacted a model rule on child welfare, neglect, and domestic violence due to years of advocacy and litigation efforts by the
Center; however, in practice, the implementation of this rule has not resulted in appropriate and effective interventions for families. As a result,
survivors of domestic violence are still being punished with the possibility of losing their children, instead of being provided with adequate support services that allow them to rebuild their lives and care for their children in safety.
To achieve better outcomes for families and children exposed to trauma and violence, the program places a domestic violence professional, employed by a partner domestic violence agency, in a DCFS field office to work collaboratively with child welfare personnel. The domestic violence
professional will work in a supportive capacity in order to enable DCFS personnel to effectively respond to the complicated issues that families
experiencing domestic violence and the child welfare system face. The program gained statutory support through Illinois Public Act 100-406,
which was signed into law in August 2017, and recently received federal funding from the Children’s Bureau.
Contact: Connie P rater/ 312 -251-9800 x28/connie@familydefensecenter.org
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Illinois Legal Aid Online (ILAO)
24/7 help for crime victims
Since launching in July, over 800 people have accessed the victim of crime portal - VOC.IllinoisLegalAid.org - logging over
8,000 pageviews. The portal received one of five 'best in show'
awards at the Chicago Technology Innovation Showcase at IIT
Kent in October.
VOC.IllinoisLegalAid.org, the online portal for crime victims, is a 24/7
resource for people affected by crimes and those who help them. The
goal of the portal is to provide crime victims with some control - to remove uncertainty, add support, and offer hope and validation.

The portal is mobile friendly and available in English and Spanish. It
was developed in partnership with the Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan Family Services and the Victims Legal Assistance Network (VLAN)
with a grant from the Department of Justice Office for Victims of
Crime.
Contact: Teri Ross/ 312 -977-9047/tross@illinoislegalaid.org

The portal is organized by 4 personas, with each persona representing
someone who has survived:
● Gun violence (Dantae)
● Domestic abuse or sexual assault (Ana)
● Elder abuse and neglect (John)
● Human trafficking (Maria)
Under the ‘Survivor Stories’ tab, you can learn about each person’s
journey through their victimization and recovery. The survivors and
their stories are based on the journeys of real crime victims and crime
victims helped to develop them.

Illinois Legal Aid Online (ILAO) and LAF
Integrated SMS Support into the Statewide Website and LAF's Instance of LegalServer
ILAO and LAF set up SMS Texting to foster more effective communication with clients. On ILAO's site, users can share links and
receive confirmations and reminders. On LegalServer, LAF advocates can send and receive texts from clients, with all messages
automatically stored in the case profile.
On IllinoisLegalAid.org, SMS covers four components. First, users can share links to legal content from any Android or iOS de vice using an SMS
link that is specific to that operating system. Content that is shared as full text is formatted for SMS texting and broken down into 1,500 character
chunks. Content that is shared as links is updated to use a shortened url. Second, users completing online intake may opt -in to receive confirmations and reminders. Third, users completing online intake who opt in and logged-in users can participate in follow-up surveys ILAO staff can analyze the survey data through the website. Fourth, ILAO staff can set up and run campaigns based on keywords that can be advertised in various
mediums (print, radio, in-person, online).
On LegalServer, LAF advocates record their client's consent to receive text messages and send and receive messages to their clients directly from
LegalServer. If a client has not consented, then the text messaging feature is not available. Advocates can send messages immediately or schedule them to be sent later. All text messages that are sent or received are automatically recorded in the case profile.
This project is funded through a Technology Initiative Grant from LSC.
Contact: Teri Ross and Vivian Hessel/ 312 -977-9047/tross@illinoislegalaid.org
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Lawyers for the Creative Arts (LCA)
Faster Placement and Expanded Educational Programs
LCA has seen significant increases in applications for legal
help in the past few years. LCA has met that challenge with
technology upgrades as well as additional personnel to handle intake and placement.
LCA also launched two educational initiatives in 2017. LCA’s
LawSmarts expands educational outreach into many corners of the
arts community. For example, LCA partnered with the League of
Chicago Theaters to present the symposium, “Employment Issues
Facing Theaters: Sexual Harassment in the Workplace.” The video
of this program is accessible on LCA’s website. The LCA Associate
Board presented, “Television Production Law: Practical Advice for
Clearing Content and Avoiding Liabilities,” at the Steve Harvey Studio at NBC.
LCA’s Video Law Library includes 23 video presentations for lawyers
seeking assistance in representing clients in matters of arts and
entertainment law. Speakers are experienced practitioners who

provide practical advice designed to give volunteers the
background they need to adequately represent LCA’s clients. In 2017, LCA filmed the first six videos in this series,
which will be accessible through the website along with
model contracts and other helpful secondary sources, and
will offer CLE credit for attorney viewers.
Contact: Jan Feldman/ 312 -837-3518/jfeldman@lawarts.org

Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
New Medical-Legal Partnership with ACCESS Community Health Network
Legal Council for Health Justice, which launched Medical-Legal
Partnerships (MLPs) with Howard Brown Health, Mt. Sinai Hospital, and UI Health's CHECK (Coordination of Healthcare for
Complex Kids) initiative in 2016, established a new MLP pilot
with ACCESS in 2017.
ACCESS Community Health Network, the largest provider of affordable
and comprehensive health services in metropolitan Chicago, has partnered with Legal Council for Health Justice to pilot a new Medical-Legal
Partnership (MLP) at one of their health centers sites on Chicago’s
South Side. The MLP is initially staffed with one legal advocate who
sees clients and consults with medical staff at ACCESS Ashland Family
Health Center. This is seen as a beachhead to expand access to legal
services to a health network with more than thirty sites around metropolitan Chicago.

This pilot also reflects the expansion of LCHJ’s mission by serving
individuals who do not fit into our traditional three programs:
those impacted by HIV/AIDS, children and families, and persons
who are experiencing homelessness. Legal Council champions the
MLP model as a way to reach populations with health-harming
legal needs who might not seek or know to seek legal assistance.
This pilot expands services to broader populations with an emphasis on solving legal problems that impact health and well-being.
Contact: Carrie Chapman/312-605-1981/cchapman@legalcouncil.org

Lawndale Christian Legal Center (LCLC)
Latham and Watkins LLP sponsors an Equal Justice Fellow
The fellow will incorporate principles of restorative justice, as well
as research on adolescent brain and behavorial development, into
her practice leading to improved outcomes for emerging adults.
Beginning this past September, Latham & Watkins LLP is sponsoring an
Equal Justice Works fellow, Stephanie Ciupka, at the Lawndale Christian
Legal Center. With Latham & Watkins' support, Stephanie will spend the
next two years focused on providing restorative criminal legal representation to emerging adults, ages 18 to 24, in the North Lawndale community.
Contact: Cathryn Craw ford/ 773-762-6385/ ccrawford@lclc.net
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Programs & Projects
Lawndale Christian Legal Center (LCLC)
Cook County’s first community court based in restorative justice opens its doors in North
Lawndale
The Restorative Justice Community Court (RJCC) combines best
practices from community courts, specialty courts, and restorative
justice to pioneer the first court of its kind for emerging adults
(ages 18 – 26) charged with non-violent felonies.
The RJCC, a groundbreaking collaboration between the North Lawndale
Community Restorative Justice Hub (community-based stakeholders and
service providers in North Lawndale, including LCLC) and the Circuit Court
of Cook County, opened its doors in August 2017. The RJCC engages the
community in restorative justice practices with victims and offenders, coupled with wraparound social services to heal and strengthen all affected
– thus building community capacity to address crime, rather than deepening the harm of crime by incarcerating and stigmatizing community
residents with felony records. The RJCC emphasizes the ways crime harms relationships in the context of community and brings together the
people most impacted for resolution through peace circles. Each participant enters into an individualized “repair of harm agreement” to take responsibility and action to repair the harm caused. This agreement may include restitution, community service hours, written letters of apology,
and/or victim/perpetrator circles, counseling, or other community-based services aimed at helping the person improve themselves and their lives.
Successfully completing the repair of harm agreement keeps the participant from a permanent felony record.
Contact: Cathryn Craw ford/ 773-762-6385/ccrawford@lclc.net

Lawndale Christian Legal Center (LCLC)
Strengthened and built new pro bono partnerships
LCLC continued its partnership with Schiff Hardin LLC, and started a new partnership with Winston & Strawn
LLP, to provide holistic defense to Lawndale youth and emerging adults (18-24). Lawyers from the two firms
have worked over 2,000 hours combined on behalf of Lawndale residents.
LCLC continued its partnership with Schiff Hardin LLC to provide holistic defense to Lawndale youth charged in delinquency
court. In addition to provide invaluable legal representation for a teenage girl accused of murder, Schiff lawyers filed and
litigated two appeals. Schiff attorneys also came to the rescue during a particularly contentious proceeding by providing
quick and comprehensive legal research and advice; this contributed significantly to LCLC’s ultimate success on the somewhat novel motion that was being litigated.
After training over 30 lawyers at Winston & Strawn LLP in representing youth and emerging adults charged in juvenile and
criminal courts, LCLC referred six cases to the firm. After litigating a motion to suppress, a stellar team of lawyers helped a
teen avoid an adult felony conviction by convincing the State to reduce the charge to a misdemeanor, with a term of probation. Another team succeeded in securing the pre-trial release of a 15-year-old who is facing charges that would require the
imposition of “juvenile life” (incarceration until age 21). Other teams are aggressively litigating a variety of pre-trial motions
in the criminal courts building.
Contact: Cathryn Craw ford/ 773-762-6385/ccrawford@lclc.net
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James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy (Moran Center)
Trauma-Informed Justice
The Moran Center launched a multi-pronged approach to disrupt
the school-to-prison pipeline by providing access to critical mental
health care and building a more trauma-informed agency.
In order to “go deeper” in meeting clients’ needs, the Moran Center
launched a multi-pronged approach to create a framework for providing
trauma-informed justice. The entire team attended customized workshops
on childhood trauma, adolescent brain development, and resiliency –
equipping them with the knowledge to apply a trauma-informed lens to
client interactions. In order to improve access to mental healthcare for
clients, the Moran Center established a network of mental health provid-

ers who share this vision of creating a trauma-informed community.
Moran Center also established a formal partnership with the Erie
Family Health Center to meet the critical need for urgent mental
health care. Lastly, the Moran Center started the process of convening social service providers and the general public on the topic of
how traumatic events impact adolescent behavior and how we can
build resiliency in youth. Together, these initiatives help to reframe
the narrative about why youth might become court-involved, open
the doors to critical mental health care, and create a traumainformed community that recognizes that we need stop punishing
children who have had punishing lives.
Contact: P atrick Keenan -Devlin/847-492-1410/
pkeenandevlin@moran-center.org

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Legal Protection Fund
Protected Chicago’s immigrant residents and their families against harsh
immigration enforcement actions.
In response to an unprecedented attack on immigrant rights, The National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC) partnered with the City of Chicago to expand its on-theground presence and protect the rights of immigrants and their families. In 2017,
NIJC provided more than 2,000 legal consultations and represented Chicagoans in
more than 1,000 cases through the city’s newly created Legal Protection Fund. NIJC
provided consultations to 110% more Chicago residents and opened 90% more
Chicago cases compared to 2016.
Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmccarthy@heartlandalliance.org

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
“Know Your Rights” Presentations
Expanded “Know Your Rights” presentations to immigrant community.
In response to numerous executive orders and the termination of Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), NIJC expanded its community presence, updated its Know
Your Rights information, and scheduled more than a dozen outreach events to educate
immigrant communities on their legal rights. For example, the day after the administration terminated DACA, NIJC live streamed an educational presentation on Facebook, viewed by more than 1,500 people.
Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmccarthy@heartlandalliance.org

LEGAL AID COMMITTEE
SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2017

Page 10

Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Access Living
Fighting Back Against NIMBYISM – Recovery Home Wins Right to Operate in Lakeview
Sober home for young adults in recovery from addiction to alcohol and/or drugs won the right to open in the Lakeview neighborhood of Chicago, overcoming opposition from some Lakeview residents who tried to demonize those in recovery.
Access Living successfully collaborated with representatives from the
Rosecrance Health Network, which operates treatment facilities for
young people in recovery from addiction to alcohol and/or drugs.
Rosecrance applied to the City of Chicago to build a recovery home in
the Lakeview Neighborhood of Chicago. The application was met with
ugly and vocal opposition by some members of the Lakeview community. Because these residents had not objected to a previous plan to
construct a condominium building at that site, it was clear the opposition to the home was solely based on its future residents, who as individuals in recovery are considered people with disabilities protected by
the Fair Housing Act.

the case and our Motion was granted. Access Living submitted a
brief focusing on the fair housing implications of the case and urged
the court to uphold the ZBA’s decision and thereby honor and protect the fair housing rights of people in recovery. In the early part
of 2017, the court affirmed the decision of the ZBA and dismissed
the appeal, which represented a complete victory for not only
Rosecrance and their sober home in Lakeview, but also for young
adults in recovery.
Citation: Beier et al. vs. Rosecrance, Inc. et al. – Circuit Court of
Cook County, Chancery Division
Contact: Ken W alden/ 312 -640-2136/
kwalden@accessliving.org

In October 2016, the Rosecrance application was the subject of a fullday contested hearing before the Chicago Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA). Soon after the hearing, the ZBA approved the application.
Unfortunately, a handful of Lakeview residents appealed the ZBA’s
decision to state court in an effort to block the recovery home. We
filed a Motion to Intervene, so Access Living could be an official party in

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
Lawsuit Filed under the Illinois Bill of Rights for the Homeless Act Challenges Redesign of
Uptown Viaducts
Homeless residents evicted from living in tents under the Wilson and
Lawrence viaducts contest the discriminatory redesign of Uptown viaducts that are now undergoing reconstruction.
The Law Project of the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, Uptown People's
Law Center, and pro bono counsel Butler Rubin Saltarelli & Boyd filed the case
in September 2017. The lawsuit contends that the redesign violates the Illinois
Bill of Rights for the Homeless because it discriminates against viaduct residents solely because they are homeless. The city's current design plans were
drawn with the purpose of intentionally preventing plaintiffs and other homeless individuals from returning to the viaducts after repairs are complete.
The redesign puts bike lanes on the sidewalks where homeless people have
lived from 2009 until September's eviction. According to best practices in
transportation planning and the city's own bike transportation plan, placing
bike lanes in the street is the safest option for pedestrians, bikers, and motor
vehicles.
The court will rule on the city's Motion to Dismiss in early 2018.

Citation: Aldape v. City of Chicago , 2017 CH 12186, Circuit Court of
Cook County
Contact: Diane O'Connell/ 312 -641-4140/diane@chicagohomeless.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department (CCLA)
Consumer- Car Purchase
CCLA stops further economic abuse resulting from a bad car sale.
Michael tried to return a car to the dealer shortly after purchase because
it was in constant need of major repairs. The day after Michael purchased
the used car, the check engine light turned on. On numerous occasions
Michael returned to the dealer to have the car repaired, and each time he
was charged a $350 deductible fee for the repair. When Michael attempted to return the car, the dealer refused to take the car back, attempted
to charge him another $350 to “repair” the car, and threatened to sue
Michael for the remaining loan amount of almost $24,000.

CCLA prepared letters to terminate the contract, rescinded and canceled the wage garnishment and informed the dealership of Michael’s
willingness to pursue his rights as a consumer. The dealership accepted the return of the car and dropped all efforts to further pursue Michael.
Contact: Hilda Bahena/ 312 -948-6983/
hbahena@catholiccharities.net

CCLA learned that the dealership had a pattern of selling shoddy vehicles
which were either repossessed or returned by the purchaser due to condition issues. Based on the purchase agreement, the dealership typically
garnished the purchasers’ wages for the remaining amount of the car
financing loan plus interest. The returned car was put back on the lot for
sale.

Center for Disability and Elder Law (CDEL)
Successful defense of an eviction case-client regained ownership of a foreclosed property
CDEL helped a family regain ownership of their home after both a foreclosure judgment and a Sheriff’s sale.
It took three years of litigation, but CDEL’s clients regained ownership of the house they lost through foreclosure, a home they had remodeled to
address the needs of their then 25-year-old son who had broken his neck, resulting in quadriplegia.
We appeared, hoping to work out either a repurchase or a long-term rental agreement. The Sheriff’s sale purchaser, however, was unwilling to
negotiate.
CDEL suggested that the family attempt crowd funding to generate a significant down payment. By December 2016, over $60,000 w as raised.
Media coverage resulted in more donations and two offers of private loans, resulting in funding of about $250,000. The offer of $250,000 was
finally accepted. An anonymous benefactor then called stating that he wanted to provide the amount necessary to insure that t he clients would
own a debt-free house. He provided $125,000 for that purpose.
Four and a half additional months of litigation ensued but, finally on May 19, 2017, the clients closed on the repurchase. By remarkable coincidence, that day was their 32nd anniversary.
Contact: M ark Hellner/ 312 -376-1883/mhellner@cdelaw.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Chicago Legal Clinic (CLC)
Social Security Benefits- A Big Win
The Chicago Legal Clinic represented a veteran and former State employee at a hearing before an Administrative Law Judge with respect to his
claim for Social Security Disability benefits. The client had been suffering from significant neurocognitive decline following a series of strokes. At
the hearing, the Clinic argued that because of his severe medical impairment, the client was unable to perform his past work or any other work
because of serious limitations in (1) understanding, remembering, or applying information; (2) concentrating, persisting, or maintaining pace; and
(3) adapting or managing himself. The Judge agreed with the Clinic's theory of the case and issued a fully favorable decision. Because of this decision, the client will receive all of the Social Security benefits to which he is entitled.

Contact: Adam Salzman/ 312 -726-2938/asalzman@clclaw.org

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights (CLCCR)
Illegal, unfair, and racially discriminatory residential property taxation system in Cook County
This case challenges Cook County's residential property taxation system - widely known to be broken and discriminatory against
African-American and Hispanic homeowners. It is an important piece of impact litigation with an explicit racial equity focus.
Brighton Park Neighborhood Council and Logan Square Neighborhood Association filed suit in circuit court on December 14, 2017, alleging that the
office of Cook County Assessor Berrios conducts assessments that systematically and illegally shift residential property tax burdens from Whites to
Hispanics and African Americans and from the rich to middle class and poor homeowners. The lawsuit comes on the heels of extensive local and
national media coverage of the well-known problems with the taxation system and the Assessor's Office’s refusal to fix it. Chicago Lawyers' Committee for Civil Rights represents the plaintiffs, along with Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym and Miner, Barnhill, and Galland.
Citation: BPNC v. Berrios
Contact: A neel Chablani/ 312 -202-3658/ achablani@clccrul.org

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS)
Subsidized housing and administrative law
Binding 1st District case which sets clear standards for the due process right to notice, affordability of subsidy repayment agreements, and an agency's overriding duty to properly administer its programs.
The Housing Authority of Cook County (HACC) terminated Ms. Tolliver's Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) rental subsidy because it believed she
failed to timely report income she earned as a temp security guard. The termination notice did not alert her as to which periods the HACC believed she failed to report, and Ms. Tolliver claimed she properly reported the intake to her housing specialist, but that the specialist never followed up and adjusted her subsidy. The HACC did offer her a repayment agreement, but it demanded a down payment of several thousand dollars, which Ms. Tolliver could not afford. Ms. Tolliver lost her first administrative hearing (where she was pro se) and filed for judicial review.
CVLS accepted the case through its Access to Justice (A2J) Program. After three remand hearings, the Circuit Court affirmed the termination,
and CVLS appealed with the help of pro bono partners. The Appellate Court reversed, holding the HACC had violated her due process right to
notice, had failed to properly administer its program, and had offered an unreasonable repayment agreement. Although the decision was issued
under Rule 23, CVLS filed a motion to publish which was granted.

Citation: Tolliver v. HACC; 201 7 IL App (1st) 153615 (Filed May 19, 2017)
Contact: M atthew Hulstein/ 312-332-8217/mhulstein@cvls.org

LEGAL AID COMMITTEE
SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2017

Page 13

Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Domestic Violence Legal Clinic (DVLC)
DVLC wrap-around services provide multi-faceted stability for clients
DVLC helped a mother of four flee her abuser, divorce him, and become a permanent resident. Lisa (pseudonym) has stable housing and employment and is now returning to college because she wants to be an example for her children, especially her two daughters.
Lisa came to the US when she was 19 for summer vacation. While she was here, Lisa started casually dating Brad. Then, she was in a serious accident, and she was forced to move with Brad. Even
after Lisa recovered, Brad refused to let her work, and he checked on her during the day to make
sure she stayed at home. Brad’s abuse worsened after he and Lisa got married. He raped her on a
regular basis, threatened her with a gun, and strangled her.
When Brad went back to school, he let Lisa work to support the family. While Lisa worked, Brad
neglected their children. She still remembers the guilt she felt about his treatment of her babies.
Lisa tried to leave several times over the course of the past few years, but she couldn’t afford to live
on her own. She left him for the final time when he threatened to kill her in front of her children.
Lisa came to DVLC and was represented in an Order of Protection case. She also received DVLC
representation in her divorce, which is nearly finalized and will give her sole allocation of parental
responsibility and will allow Brad only supervised visitation. Finally, Lisa recently became a permanent resident thanks to a VAWA petition filed by DVLC. She is well on her way to a stable, safe future.

Contact: M argaret Duval/ 312 -325-9165/mduval@dvlcchicago.org

Equip for Equality (EFE)
Court rules State out of compliance with ADA community integration Consent Decree - orders
Compliance Plan
Judge granted Motion to Enforce ADA community integration Consent Decree. This ruling is significant because the State will now
be required to develop a Compliance Plan to ensure that thousands of people with developmental disabilities get the services they
need to be successful in the community.
In 2011, a federal judge approved a Consent Decree to provide people with developmental disabilities the opportunity to live in settings designed
to promote independence in daily living, economic self-sufficiency, and interaction with non-disabled
people to the fullest extent possible. While thousands of people with disabilities have moved into the
community as a result of the Consent Decree, the State has failed to meet the requirements for providing the services they require to be successful in the community. Without these services, full community
integration cannot be achieved. Individuals are left segregated in their new environment, often unable
to leave home for outside activities, and at risk of returning to more restrictive institutions. Accordingly,
Equip for Equality (lead counsel), the ACLU of Illinois and Intevenors' Counsel filed a Motion to Enforce
the Consent Decree. By granting the Motion to Enforce, the State will likely increase rates and provide
other critical supports that will enable people with developmental disabilities to be fully integrated into
the community. This decision garnered significant press interest with articles in the NY Times, Chicago
Tribune, and Chicago Daily Law Bulletin.
Citation: Ligas v. Hamos, N.D. I llinois, 05 C 4331 - decision isn't published, but can be found at
http://www.equipforequality.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Ligas-Order-Granting-Motion-toEnforce.pdf
Contact: Barry Taylor/ 312 -895-7317/barryt@equipforequality.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Equip for Equality (EFE)
Cook County agrees to pay $4.75 million after failing to accommodate inmate's disability
This matter is significant as it highlights a systemic issue that inmates with disabilities at Cook County Jail were not being provided
with timely medically-related accommodations, resulting in serious injury. The case forced the jail to change its procedures so future
inmates will be safer.
EFE represented Michael Borys, a person living with a seizure disorder. In 2014, Michael was arrested on a
misdemeanor offense and booked into Cook Co. Jail. With a history of a seizure disorder, the County doctor
ordered that Michael be placed in a lower bunk, but Cook Co. Jail provided Michael with no anti-seizure medication and assigned him a top bunk. On his first night, Michael experienced a seizure so violent that he fell out of
bed and landed on his head, fracturing his skull, which resulted in a permanent traumatic brain injury and
complete loss of vision in one eye. Michael endured two brain surgeries and a third surgery from skull fracturerelated sinus infections. EFE and a private attorney filed suit alleging several legal theories, including violations
of the ADA. Through discovery, EFE established that Michael’s fall was due to a failure in communication between the doctor administering his health screening and the jail staff who assigned bunks. EFE also determined
that less than 1% of all medical orders for lower bunks were communicated to correctional staff on a timely
basis. In addition to settling the case for $4.75 million, Cook County Jail implemented new procedures to prevent similar tragedies in the future.
Citation: No citation because it w as a settlement, but case w as filed in federal court - Northern District of Illinois 15 C 8972
Contact: A manda A ntholt/ 312 -895-7330/amanda@equipforequality.org

The Family Defense Center (FDC)
Lawsuit for Vague “Inadequate Supervision” Allegation of Child Neglect
After months of negotiations with The Family Defense Center, DCFS has replaced its overbroad and vague Allegation 74 (Inadequate
Supervision) with a lawful version.
The Family Defense Center filed Nicole P. et al. v. Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) in fall 2016. Under the vague version of
the rule, a person could be charged with Allegation 74 any time a “child has been placed in a situation or circumstances that are likely to require
judgment or actions greater than the child’s level of maturity.” In addition to ordering DCFS to stop using that version, the lawsuit asked to expunge
people currently listed as child neglectors under the rule and to only resume Allegation 74 investigations when a lawful rule was formally adopted.
In February 2017, the court granted class certification; the lawsuit could affect as many as 30,000 people in Illinois.
The Center has spent months in settlement negotiations with DCFS. In May 2017,
DCFS replaced the rule with a new, lawful version that emphasizes that a person must
have acted with “blatant disregard” of a “real, significant and imminent risk of harm” to
the child. While the rule is an important first step, the continuing negotiations and
implementation of consistent procedures are remaining steps toward ensuring that
DCFS can focus on responsible and appropriate interventions for the families who truly
need them.
Contact: Connie P rater/ 312 -251-9800 x28/connie@familydefensecenter.org

LAF
Workers' Rights
LAF and a team of 35 pro bono attorneys filed 46 applications for U
visas, available to protect victims of abuse and serious crime, on
behalf of immigrant workers who were fired from an egg packing
company in retaliation for their efforts to improve working conditions.
In October 2016, workers at an egg packing company reached their breaking point over horrendous working conditions. Sexual harassment, wage
theft, and threats of retaliation were commonplace. By November, over
100 workers filed a petition for representation election with the National
Labor Relations Board in an effort to collectively force the company to
improve working conditions. The company then fired 124 workers. Most of
the workers were immigrants with families who had built lives and communities where the company was located. The U visa is for victims of
abuse and serious crime who have suffered substantial mental or physical
abuse and are willing to assist law enforcement officials in the investigation or prosecution of the criminal activity. On April 20, 2017, a federal

labor agency issued 51 “certifications” (a prerequisite for filing a U
visa application) - the largest known group of certifications from the
agency - finding that the company had in fact obstructed justice and
engaged in witness tampering. LAF and a team of 35 pro bono attorneys ultimately filed 46 U visa applications with U.S. Citizenship
and Immigration Services on behalf of workers and their family
members.
Contact: Lisa P alumbo/ 312 -347-8374/lpalumbo@lafchicago.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
LAF
Domestic Violence
LAF and Dentons jointly filed an amicus brief with the Illinois Supreme Court, resulting in an opinion upholding the constitutionality
of an Illinois Domestic Violence Act provision that protects victims from abuse by former partners of dating relationships.
The Criminal Code’s definition of domestic battery requires the victim to be a “family or household member,” which includes “persons who have or
have had a dating or engagement relationship.” The Illinois Domestic Violence Act (IDVA) also defines “family or household member” this way. Any
past dating relationship counts – there is no time limit. Matthew Gray, convicted of aggravated domestic battery for stabbing his former girlfriend,
challenged his conviction based on the lack of a time limit – the “dating relationship” had ended 15 years prior to the stabbing incident. Gray argued
the statute was unconstitutional, and the appellate court agreed. On appeal to the Illinois Supreme Court we filed an amicus brief, arguing the definition was constitutional because domestic violence can and frequently does occur years after a dating relationship has ended. The Court agreed,
specifically referring to our amicus brief arguments regarding the nature of domestic violence. This is an important victory for those seeking orders of protection under the IDVA. It
upholds the legislature’s judgment about the long-term vulnerability of domestic violence
survivors and preserves the broad protection that the legislature intended.
Citation: P eople v. M atthew Gray, 2017 I L 120958
Contac: M iriam Hallbauer/ 312 -229-6360/mhallbauer@lafchicago.org

LAF
Housing Choice Vouchers
Housing Choice Voucher participants' assistance was automatically terminated when they could not find new housing before
expiration of their voucher term. As a result of a federal suit
filed by LAF, they now have a right to a pre-termination hearing
and an opportunity to extend their search time.
Charlise Pickett received rental assistance through the Housing Choice
Voucher (HCV) program. She wanted to move to an apartment that had
more room for her children, and so the Housing Authority of Cook
County (HACC) gave her a new voucher, valid for only 60 days.
Through no fault of her own, Ms. Pickett could not find a new place
before the voucher expired, so HACC terminated her HCV assistance
without offering her a hearing. LAF filed suit in federal court, alleging
violations of the Due Process clause and Section 8 of the U.S. Housing
Act of 1937. The parties entered into a consent decree requiring HACC
to afford families like Ms. Pickett due process by offering a pretermination hearing provided that the family has submitted to HACC a
request to approve a new unit within the search period. HACC also

extended the search period for all families to 120 days. HACC granted
Ms. Pickett a new voucher and agreed to a substantial financial settlement, including attorneys’ fees. This is an important victory that increases the due process rights for all HCV families and, given the extended
search time now provided by HACC, the likelihood they will be able to
secure housing in racially diverse neighborhoods.
Citation: P ickett v. HA CC, 2017 W L 4281054 (N.D. I ll. Sept. 27,
2017).
Contac: M ichelle Gilbert/ 312 -347-8315/mgilbert@lafchicago.org

Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH)
Occupants in Tax Deed Proceedings have a Right to Notice and the Right to Intervene
LCBH and pro bono co-counsel Jones Day obtained a published decision holding that occupants have a statutory
right to notice of proceedings for a tax deed and also that
their possessory interests give them a right to intervene in
the tax deed case.
LCBH is seeing more and more renters evicted following a tax
deed sale. Property tax purchasers say that their business model
is about earning interest, not obtaining the title to a delinquent
property. However, in the aftermath of the housing crisis in Chicago, more delinquent properties in more neighborhoods are
"underwater" and unlikely to be redeemed by the property owner.

If taxes are sold and not redeemed, the tax deed purchaser can petition the
court for title and possession.
Courts typically deny renters the right to intervene in tax deed cases. Making
matters worse, the grounds for relief from a tax deed judgment are extremely
limited once 30 days has passed, and renters often don't learn about the tax
deed proceedings until long after the tax deed was issued. Fraud, though, is a
basis for vacating the judgment.
In this case the record was clear that renters did not receive notice because at
the prove-up Alliance stated that the property was vacant. Less than two
months later, Alliance sent notices that it was seeking possession to seven
persons identified as tenants. In vacating the order of possession, the appellate court stated that the allegations and the evidence support the inference
that Alliance testified deceptively.
Citation: Alliance P artners, Ltd . v. M onroe (I n re County Treasurer) ,
2017 IL App (1st) 152951.
Contact: M ark Sw artz/ 312 -784-3520/mswartz@lcbh.org

LEGAL AID COMMITTEE
SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2017

Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH)
Keep Chicago Renting Ordinance (KCRO) Litigation
Moves Ahead After Preemption Arguments Fail
KCRO litigation slowed to a crawl in late 2016 after a judge ruled that the
"2% renewal rate clause" is rent control, preempted by state law. Similar preemption motions were filed in other
cases. By late 2017 seven judges hearing KCRO cases have ruled in LCBH's favor that litigation can go forward.
LCBH continues to play a central role in enforcing the Protecting Tenants in Foreclosed Rental Property Ordinance, commonly
known as the Keep Chicago Renting Ordinance. Since mid-2013, LCBH has had uniform success with both pre-litigation demands
and litigation on behalf of renters living in foreclosed properties whose leases were not renewed and who did not receive KCRO
relocation assistance.
In late 2016, however, a judge ruled that KCRO violated the Illinois Rent Control Preemption Act barring local governments from
enacting rent control. LCBH become formally involved in this case and the judge partially reversed his ruling, stating that while
KCRO is rent control, that section is severable. Meanwhile, the adverse ruling encouraged other financial institutions to file similar
challenges. LCBH has now become directly involved in seven out of these eight preemption cases.
At the close of 2017, the score is 7-0 for allowing KCRO cases to proceed, but with a split in the rationale: three judges think KCRO
is not rent control; three judges think KCRO is rent control but is severable; and one judge ruled the bank did not have stan ding
since it did not offer to renew. While the appellate court will ultimately decide, for now KCRO claims can move ahead.
Citation: Rivera v. Bank of N.Y . M ellon , 2016-M1-108289 (Cook Co. Cir. Ct. Apr. 25, 2017) (KCRO is preempted by Illinois
Rent Control Preemption Act, but the offending portion of KCRO is severable); Ortiz v. TCF Nat’l Bank, 2016-L-006487 (Cook Co.
Cir. Ct. Aug. 31, 2017) (KCRO is not preempted by Illinois Rent Control Preemption Act).
Contact: M ark Sw artz/ 312 -784-3520/mswartz@lcbh.org

Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
Court order in Beeks v. Bradley/Memisovski v. Maram requiring State
to pay Medicaid providers
Federal court order helped cement final passage of an Illinois budget deal,
ending one of the longest state budget impasses in United States history.
In 2015, attorneys from Legal Council for Health Justice, Shriver Center, and Goldberg Kohn reopened consent decrees to require the State of Illinois to pay Medicaid
providers despite the lack of a signed state budget authorizing payments.
In May 2017, the attorneys returned to federal court alleging that the state had
failed to make sufficient Medicaid payments for almost six months, leading to imminent loss of access to healthcare for 3.2 million Medicaid-eligible Illinoisans. The
State argued that it could not make timely Medicaid payments due to lack of available revenue. After briefing and several hearings, federal court judge Joan Lefkow
issued an order on June 30, 2017, requiring the State of Illinois to pay $586 million
each month for Medicaid as well as paying down a $2 billion backlog of Medicaid bills
in the coming year. At the time, Rich Miller of Capitol Fax noted that "Judge Lefkow
just lowered the boom. Half of that $586 million is reimbursed by the federal government, but it's money the state doesn't have and won't have without a budget."
https://capitolfax.com/2017/06/. This ultimately led Illinois lawmakers to override
the Governor and pass a state budget for the first time in over two years.
Contact: Thomas Y ates/ 312 -605-1958/ tyates@legalcouncil.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU of Illinois
Ensuring Constitutionally Required Level of Care for Children in the Custody of the
Department of Children and Family Services
The ACLU continues to enforce the Court-ordered Implementation Plan that DCFS entered into in September 2016,
the goal of which is to improve the level of community-based mental health services and provide safer, less restrictive placements for children in DCFS custody.
The ACLU has forced groundbreaking reforms of the Illinois foster care system since this landmark case was filed in 1988. Over the
last 28 years, the ACLU’s relentless and successful pursuit of court-ordered reform has secured safe, stable adoptive homes for
more than 40,000 children, but the fight continues. In February 2015, the ACLU filed an emergency motion to force DCFS to make
immediate improvements to its dangerously inadequate mental health services and residential treatment centers. The ACLU
worked with a team of leading experts to negotiate a detailed implementation plan for improvements, and the court approved th is
plan on September 28, 2016. The ACLU continues to monitor the agency's progress under the plan and work to prioritize initiat ives
that are most likely to improve services and appropriate placements for youth. Over the past six months, the ACLU has appeare d
multiple times before the Court to discuss the status of the Department’s progress and the implementation plan. In December
2017, due to serious and ongoing safety concerns regarding the caseloads of DCFS investigators, the ACLU filed a motion asking
the Court to enter an order enforcing the assignment caps in Paragraph 26(a) of the B.H. Consent Decree.
Citation: B.H., et al. v. W alker, 88 C 5599 (N.D. I ll.)
Contact: Colleen Connell/ 312 -201-9740/acluofillinois@aclu-il.org

Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU of Illinois
ACLU of Illinois Testifies Before the House Appropriations-Public Safety Committee on Behalf of Youth in the Custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice
The ACLU represents young people confined at state-run juvenile justice facilities across Illinois. The ACLU testified
before the House Appropriations-Public Safety Committee in December 2017 about the ongoing, urgent need to improve staffing, conditions, and services for these youth.
The Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice (IDJJ) confines approximately 400 youth in five secure facilities throughout the state. In
September 2012, the ACLU filed a lawsuit against IDJJ on behalf of these young people alleging unconstitutional conditions an d services, including inadequate education and mental health services and excessive use of solitary confinement—all of which interfere
with youths’ successful treatment and rehabilitation. A consent decree was approved in December 2012, and in April 2014, a remedial plan was entered requiring IDJJ to provide youth with basic education, mental health, and rehabilitative services. In May 2015, a
new policy was approved by the federal judge overseeing the case to ban the use of solitary confinement in IDJJ. In the face of continuing challenges to the implementation of these changes, ACLU staff lawyer Lindsay Miller testified in December 2017 before the
House Appropriations-Public Safety Committee, pointing out the need for all facilities to be fully staffed; for staff to receive enhanced
training, communication, and support; and the need to ensure programmatic support and resources for youth and staff so that t he
reform of IDJJ can be fully implemented.
Citation: R.J. v. M ueller (Case No. 12 -CV-07289); U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois
Contact: Colleen Connell/ 312 -201-9740/ acluofillinois@aclu-il.org
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Policy
Changes
& Legislation
Significant
Litigation
Access Living
PACE Paratransit agrees to provide text messages to notify DeafBlind riders when their ride
arrives.
We successfully advocated that PACE Paratransit make a critical improvement in its service to the DeafBlind community.
On behalf of the Chicago DeafBlind Alliance, we advocated that PACE Paratransit, a door to door transportation service for people with disabiltiies, implement a text notification system to notify DeafBlind riders when their ride arrives. Without this notification, such individuals have no way to know that a paratransit vehicle is waiting because
they can neither see nor hear the vehicle. This is particularly problematic for riders in the winter months when they
sit outside in the cold waiting for a ride and never know when it arrives. After negotiations with PACE, it agreed to
implement a text notification system in 2018.
Contact: Charles P etrof/ 312 -640-2124 /cpetrof@accessliving.org

Access Living
Study finds that only 62% of Chicago Paratransit riders are on time, in violation of the
Americans with Disabilities Act
Concurrent with the release of this Report, a coalition of organizaCoalition of advocacy groups files complaint with the Federal
Transit Administration to force PACE Paratransit to improve its
on-time performance record.
In October 2017, Access Living released a report that found that only
62% of the 186 paratransit pick-ups recorded through multiple surveys
around Chicago were on time. In contrast, Pace – which administers the
paratransit program in Chicago - generally reports an on-time pick-up
performance rate of 87.5%.
The surveys also found that when pick-ups were late, they were often
very late. 41% of late pick-ups were over 40 minutes late. 16% were
over an hour late.
Paratransit is the public transportation system for people whose disabilities make it too difficult for them to ride conventional public transportation. To use the system, paratransit riders schedule pick-ups 24 hours
in advance of a trip, and arrange a specific pick-up time with the paratransit carrier. Pace considers a pick-up to be on-time if it occurs within
20 minutes of the scheduled pick-up time.

tions filed a complaint with the Federal Transit Administration
(“FTA”). The complaint alleges that Pace’s on-time performance is
so low that it violates the Americans with Disabilities Act.
To fix this problem, the complaint asks the FTA to demand that
Pace: (a) track pick-up times via its GPS capability, (b) enforce
penalty clauses already in its contracts for late pick-ups, and (c)
appoint an independent auditor to both uncover the reasons for the
low on-time performance rate and propose action steps for improvement.
The coalition supporting the filing of the
FTA complaint consists of the Advocacy
Group at Friedman Place, Access Living,
Chicago ADAPT, the Chicago RiderDriver Alliance, Equip for Equality, and
IMPRUVE.
Contact: Charles P etrof/ 312 -6402124 /cpetrof@accessliving.org

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
CCH enacts ‘Three Steps Home’ legislative package for homeless and at-risk youth
Two bills and an administrative policy change to assist homeless youth — a CCH legislative package called
Three Steps Home — have been enacted. All will take effect January 1, 2018.
Two measures were passed by the General Assembly and signed by Gov. Bruce Rauner during the 2017 legislative
session. They will allow minors to access transitional housing as well as obtain counseling without requiring the consent of a parent or guardian.
HB3212 establishes a pathway for 16- and 17-year-old minors to find stable housing. They would be permitted to
consent to their own housing and services with a DCFS-licensed youth transitional housing program when parental
consent cannot be obtained.
HB3709 increased the allotted number of outpatient counseling sessions minors can consent to from five 45-minute
sessions to eight 90-minute sessions. Counselors will also be able to provide additional sessions if it is in the minor's
best interest.
Lastly, new rules issued by the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS) will help an estimated 40,000 lowincome, vocational-track community college student apply for the SNAP food assistance program whether full- or parttime students. Previously, only part-time students could qualify for SNAP.
Contact: Beth M alik/ 312-641-4140/beth@chicagohomeless.org
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Policy
Changes
& Legislation
Significant
Litigation
Cabrini Green Legal Aid (CGLA)
Expansion of Sealing Law for Past Convictions
P.A. 100-0284 made Illinois the leading state in the nation for sealing relief, opening the doors for thousands of individuals with
past convictions to remove barriers to their future employment, housing, and educational opportunities.
Criminal records relief is an area of law that has grown and evolved over the past 15 years. Prior to 2003, individuals with convictions in their
past had one option: to request a pardon from the Governor of Illinois. In response to individuals having to pursue this extraordinary remedy
for minor offenses, sealing was legislatively created to allow people to petition the courts to remove records from public view. It began with
eligibility for minor misdemeanor convictions, expanded to several felonies in 2005, and grew to include several more in 2013 . Prior to the
signing of P.A. 100-0284 on August 24, 2017, only 9 felony convictions were eligible for sealing relief - no matter what the circumstances of the
conviction or how long ago the conviction occurred.
As a result of this legislation, ALL felony convictions are now eligible for relief, with very limited exceptions. This legislative victory - which
seemed impossible just three years ago - was accomplished through coalition efforts and dozens of advocates with criminal records traveling to
Springfield each week during the legislative session, showing the need for expansion and why individuals should be allowed the opportunity to
move on from their past.
Contact: Beth Johnson/ 773 -991-7125/bethjohnson@cgla.net

Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
New legislation promotes better health and education of all Illinois children
Passage of two bills (SB 565 [Public Act 99-0927] and HB 2618 [Public
Act 100-0122]) reshapes Illinois School Code to be more responsive to
the needs of children and families with special needs, developmental
delays, and mental health challenges.
Public Act 99-0927 helps school districts to identify and respond earlier to social-emotional needs in children. Signed into law by Gov. Rauner on Jan. 20,
2017, the law requires developmental and social-emotional screenings in
school health exams which will help families identify developmental delays or
mental health concerns and seek interventions for their children sooner. These
universal health screenings not only benefit child and family well-being, they
also help break stigma and increase awareness of the importance of early identification and intervention.

put" process by requiring school districts to leave a child in his
or her current educational placement until any dispute in mediation is resolved. Prior to passage of this bill, if a school district
proposed a change of placement, parents often had to request a
due process hearing to ensure that the child's placement or
services remained in place. The law also requires ISBE to update their Notice of Procedural Safeguards for special education,
which had not been updated since 2009.
Contact: A my Zimmerman/ 312 -605-1963/
azimmerman@legalcouncil.org

Public Act 100-0122 helps families pursue mediation instead of lawsuits.
Signed into law by Gov. Rauner on August 18, 2017, the law clarifies the "stay-

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Illinois TRUST Act
Secured the passage of the Illinois TRUST Act that protects individuals in Illinois from
being detained for immigration purposes by Illinois law enforcement agents.
This new law restricts local law enforcement from collaborating with federal immigration enforcement agents to detain anyone without a judicial warrant and is the nation’s strongest state
-level due process protection for immigrants who fear any interaction with local police could
result in deportation. The governor and his team relied on the NIJC litigation victory (JimenezMoreno v. Napolitano), which found the use of detainers to be illegal, to explain why this law
was so important to the state. NIJC is monitoring state and local government’s actions to ensure compliance with the TRUST Act.
Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmccarthy@heartlandalliance.org

