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L

ast year, we set some ambitious goals
at the CBF. Big projects, more grant
funding, new solutions. We set our
sights high because it’s all about reaching—
reaching beyond past successes, reaching
to solve problems in a new way, reaching
more people that need help. That wouldn’t
get us very far though without a strong
base of leadership and support behind our
efforts. It’s because of your support of the
CBF and the larger cause of equal access to
justice that we’ve been able to achieve these
ambitious goals over the last year.
In 2013, the CBF awarded a new record
of more than $4.6 million in grants to
over 40 pro bono and legal aid organizations, and played a lead role in a number
of important access to justice projects.
Tens of thousands of low-income and
disadvantaged Chicagoans were able to
get critical legal advice and assistance, our
community’s pro bono and legal aid system
is stronger, and we’re making longer-term
systemic improvements through a variety
of innovative programs. All of this was
made possible thanks to the generous
support of thousands of CBA members
and other legal professionals, more than
200 law firms and corporations, and many
other dedicated partners. These photos
show just a few of the highlights of this past
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Over 2,000 people from all corners of Chicago’s legal community came out to support
the CBF and enjoy a fun, casual evening at the 17th Annual Fall Benefit, co-chaired by
Monica Weed, Michael Emmert and Rob Wentland of Navigant Consulting. Adults and
kids alike had a great time at the Museum of Science & Industry, enjoying live music,
special activities for the kids, a huge silent auction and the museum’s many popular
exhibits, including the new special exhibit Treasures of the Walt Disney Archives. In the
photo, CBF 1st Vice President Jesse Ruiz, his wife Michele and their two sons get into
the holiday spirit.

year. For more about the work you make
possible, visit chicagobarfoundation.org.
As we begin 2014, we look forward
to reaching even farther as we continue
working to make the justice system and

our community fairer and better for all
of us.
more photos on page 48

DuES AuTO PAY PLAN
AvAILABLE
Wish you could spread your dues payments
throughout the year? Tired of getting monthly
invoices from the CBA?Want to save on stamps,
envelopes and bill payment time? Looking for
free CLE coupons?
If you answered yes to any of these questions,
you should sign up for the CBA’s Dues Auto Pay
Plan which allows you to automatically bill your
CBA membership dues to your designated credit
card on a semi-annual, quarterly or monthly
Pro bono and public service represent some of the noblest traditions in the legal
profession, and there are a number of truly exemplary lawyers in our community who
are an inspiration to all of us. Seven exceptionally dedicated attorneys were recognized
at the CBA & CBF’s 15th Annual Pro Bono & Public Service Awards in July. Pictured with
this year’s honorees are CBF President Bill Conlon (left, standing), co-chair Cindy Abbott
of Motorola Mobility (second from left, standing), co-chair Terry Dee of Kirkland & Ellis
(second from right, standing) and CBA 1st Vice President Dan Cotter (right, standing).

basis. See complete details and enrollment
form at www.chicagobar.org, or call 312/5542020. Installment plans apply to dues only. CLE
Advantage fee, voluntary contributions and
monthly membership charges are not included
in this option.

While Pro Bono Week is now a national celebration, it all started at the CBA and CBF here in Chicago. This year’s very successful 9th
Annual Pro Bono Week featured pro bono trainings, complimentary CLE sessions, unique volunteer opportunities, and the CBA Young
Lawyers Section’s Pro Bono and Community Service Fair. The week ended with a special Pro Bono Week presentation of Movies on
Trial at the Music Box, co-hosted by Schopf & Weiss LLP and featuring a showing of the classic“To Kill a Mockingbird.” The lively panel
discussion afterward was led by (left to right) Judge Sharon Johnson Coleman of the U.S. District Court, Stephen Patton, City of Chicago
Corporation Counsel, and Illinois Attorney General Lisa Madigan, and was moderated by Paula Litt, a Partner at Schopf & Weiss (right).
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ADVERTISE

OFFICE BUILDING FOR SALE/RENT
Need a presence in Belleville, Illinois, one block from courthouse? Utilities included. Contact Karen at kelkott@peaknet.
net or 618/558-1103.

If you would like to reach out to more than 22,000 Chicagoland Lawyers

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

with your message, try the CBA Record for as little as $200 per issue.

Theratesforclassifiedadsare$2perwordforCBAmembersand
$3 per word for nonmembers. Checks made out toThe Chicago
Bar Association must accompany all ads.

Contact Joe Tarin at 312/554-2040 or jtarin@chicagobar.org
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In November, the CBF formally unveiled
the Justice Entrepreneurs Project
(JEP), an innovative incubator program
through which a group of talented
and entrepreneurial new lawyers will
launch solo and small firm practices that
provide affordable legal services to low
and moderate income Chicagoans. The
JEP focuses on developing new, marketbased models through which these
lawyers can build sustainable practices
while also providing affordable services to
this growing segment of the community.
This groundbreaking access to justice
program already is attracting national and
even some international attention. In the
photo, JEP Steering Committee Chair Terri
Mascherin of Jenner & Block talks about
the program at an opening reception.

The leadership and generosity of Chicago’s legal community were once again on display
during the 7th annual Investing in Justice Campaign in March. Chaired by Jones Day
partner Dan Reidy, the Campaign set new records and raised much-needed funding
for legal aid services in the Chicago area. Over 4,000 individual attorneys and legal
professionals from 137 participating law firms, corporate legal departments and other
law-related organizations contributed more than $1.8 million for this cause. In the photo,
2013 Campaign Chair Dan Reidy (second from left) shares stories with former Campaign
Chairs (left to right) Emily Nicklin, Tony Valukas, Jeff Stone and Dan Webb.

More than 50 Chicago-area legal aid advocates were able to participate in an acclaimed
NITA (National Institute of Trial Advocacy) trial skills training in October, thanks to a
partnership between the CBF, NITA and Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP. This
type of training—which normally costs more than $2,500 per person—would be out
of reach for most lawyers working in pro bono and legal aid organizations and is one of
many trainings being offered to legal aid lawyers through the CBF Legal Aid Academy.
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