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Support Legal Aid and Eviction Court Diversion Programs as a
Critical Part of the Larger Homelessness Prevention Funding for IDHS

Funding for Legal Aid and Eviction Court Diversion Programs is a Solid
Investment for the State
¢ All lllinoisans--and especially landlords and tenants--benefit when we avoid preventable

evictions and preserve housing stability for people who otherwise could be facing
homelessness and economic distress.

e Court-based programs are a critical complement to the state’s other funding for rental
assistance and legal aid, as shown by independent evaluations for Chicago and Cook
County and nationally.

e Investing in legal aid, rental assistance, and court-based eviction diversion programs
promotes housing stability, saves taxpayer money, and increases fairness in the legal
system.

Support Three Key Funding Lines in the Budget

e Court-Based Rental Assistance -- $50 million

O

Critical funding to maintain the Court-Based Rental Assistance program, which helps
thousands of vulnerable lllinoisans avoid eviction each year and ensures that
landlords, including many small landlords, can meet their financial obligations and
maintain their stability as well.

This funding was included as part of the approved IDHS Home lllinois program budget
for FY 26.

e Access to Counsel -- $5 million

O

Level funding for the Eviction Help lllinois program, which supports legal aid,
mediation, and connections to other key resources for thousands of tenants and small
landlords outside of Cook County.

o This funding was included as part of the approved IDHS Home lllinois program budget

for FY 26.

e Court-Based Eviction Early Resolution Programs and Legal Assistance to
Counties -- $5 million

O

Equivalent funding for these court-based programs, which supports the nationally
recognized Cook County Legal Aid for Housing and Debt Program and other court-
based programs elsewhere in the State, which the lllinois Supreme Court recognized
as proven solutions with new Supreme Court Rule 99.2.

This funding was approved in the FY 26 budget at $2 million as a separate budget line
from the Home lllinois budget and leverages additional local funding from participating
counties. A $5 million state investment for FY27 will help ensure that these services
can continue in Cook County, which has the largest share of eviction filings in the
state, after federal ARPA funding ends in fall 2026.


https://chicagobarfoundation.org/blog/independent-evaluation-finds-unique-public-private-collaboration-in-chicago-and-cook-county-fosters-housing-stability-for-residents-facing-eviction-and-improves-access-to-justice/
https://chicagobarfoundation.org/blog/independent-evaluation-finds-unique-public-private-collaboration-in-chicago-and-cook-county-fosters-housing-stability-for-residents-facing-eviction-and-improves-access-to-justice/
https://www.ncsc.org/consulting-and-research/areas-of-expertise/access-to-justice/eviction-diversion-diagnostic-tool/eviction-diversion-initiative-grant-program/reimagining-housing-court-a-framework-for-court-based-eviction-diversion
https://evictionhelpillinois.org/
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/cook-county-legal-aid-housing-and-debt-cclahd
https://ilcourtsaudio.blob.core.windows.net/antilles-resources/resources/fdf6d30b-ece4-42ba-9dc9-d1275ba9c9ba/Rule%2099.2.pdf

We can think of legal aid, rental assistance, and eviction court diversion programs as a three-
legged stool for avoiding preventable evictions and the resulting increases in homelessness .

o Each of these three interventions is a critical pillar of an effective eviction prevention
strategy once an eviction case reaches court.

o Without proper investment in all three of these key pillars, the stool is unstable and will
collapse.

o As the experience with the Cook County Early Resolution Program has shown, without
adequate funding for eviction diversion programs that give the time and space for
negotiated resolutions, the investments in legal aid and rental assistance are far less
effective and results in many otherwise preventable evictions.

The Governor’s proposed FY 27 budget only sufficiently funds two legs of the stool and only for
outside Cook County: rental assistance and legal aid outside of Cook County.

o Because legal aid for people facing eviction is funded as part of the court-based program
in Cook County, without an increase in the budget line for “court-based early resolution
programs and legal assistance to counties,” there will be a gap in those services in Cook
County.

o The current budget also underinvests in proven court-based diversion programs both in
Cook County and the rest of the state.



BREATHING EASIER: HOW LEGAL AID

AND EVICTION DIVERSION '

PROTECTED A SENIOR’S HEALTH
AND HOME

Ronald Burns* is a 72-year-old Chicagoan who has built a
life marked by resilience and independence. Living in a

W

Chicago Housing Authority senior building, he manages chronic

obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) while maintaining his home and community connections.
Mr. Burns takes pride in his tenancy, and when serious repair issues began to affect his health
and safety, he exercised his right to withhold rent to prompt necessary repairs. His goal was
simple: he wanted to live in a safe, habitable home where he could breathe comfortably and
continue aging with dignity.

Instead of receiving the repair response he desperately needed, Mr. Burns was met with eviction
proceedings for $6,300 in back rent, even as the conditions in his unit worsened. His apartment
had pervasive mildew caused by repeated flooding, mice and roach infestations, and structural
damage that left his belongings wet, moldy, and unusable. For someone living with COPD, the
mildew and moisture made breathing especially difficult. Despite his efforts to advocate for
himself, Mr. Burns struggled to get anyone’s attention about the state of his home.

Mr. Burns was referred to Legal Aid Chicago through the Early Resolution Program (ERP) in
March 2025. Once involved, the team worked to stabilize his housing and address his health
and safety concerns. Legal Aid Chicago helped him secure court-based rental assistance to pay
the outstanding rent balance and prevent eviction. At the same time, the team submitted a
request for a transfer to a safer, healthier unit, ensuring he would not have to live under the
same hazardous conditions going forward.

With rental assistance approved, Mr. Burns’s eviction case was dismissed and sealed,
protecting his record and preserving his access to future affordable housing. Recently, Mr. Burns
moved into a new CHA apartment—free from flooding, mold, and infestation—where he can
breathe comfortably and manage his health without fear of displacement or unsafe living
conditions. Today, Mr. Burns is safely and stably housed, able to focus on his well-being instead
of battling uninhabitable conditions. With the support of legal aid, Mr. Burns not only avoided
eviction but secured a safe, healthy home, allowing him to breathe easier, remain stably housed,
and age with dignity.

BN LEGAL AID
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EQUAL JUSTICE STARTS HERE
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