
LSC is an integral part of
fulfilling our nation’s

fundamental promise of
equal access to justice

for all Americans.

LSC was established with strong bipartisan support to fund civil legal aid
programs across every congressional district and plays an essential role in
making the justice system fairer and more accessible for all Americans.

LSC provides essential legal assistance to safeguard people’s livelihoods,
homes, health, and families by addressing issues such as veterans’ benefits,
domestic violence, and consumer fraud against the elderly.

Legal aid is consistently one of the top referrals for local congressional offices
serving constituent needs.

Despite a growing demand for legal help, LSC’s funding has fallen by 50% in
real dollars since 1981, while the number of eligible individuals has surged.

52 million Americans qualify for LSC-funded legal assistance, yet due to
limited resources, LSC grantees must turn away more than half of eligible
clients who seek their help.

A recent national study highlights that 92% of low-income Americans lack
legal assistance for their civil legal problems, impeding their access to justice
and due process.

The need for legal help
far outpaces LSC’s

current funding.

LSC’s annual funding is a
solid investment in

America’s families and
communities that saves

taxpayer money.

Access to legal help can mean the difference between shelter and
homelessness, safety and unnecessary physical suffering, and economic
stability and bankruptcy.

Every dollar invested in legal aid generates economic benefits by reducing
reliance on social safety nets, ensuring individuals have stable employment
and wages, and preventing costly litigation.

LSC is a solid economic investment, saving money on other expensive
government services and helping to improve efficiency in the court system.

For more information, please contact Roya Samarghandi at rsamarghandi@chicagobarfoundation.org

Increase funding for LSC above its current $540 million level to meet the
critical need for civil legal assistance nationwide
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