
Bringing the Legal
Community Together

Increasing Access to Free
& Affordable Legal Help

Making the Courts and
Legal System More Fair

& Accessible

Grants

The 2025 Investing in
Justice Campaign set a

new record of over $1.57
million in individual

contributions, making
possible more than $2.3
million in grants to legal

aid and related initiatives.

A new help desk at the
Markham Courthouse was

launched to assist
unrepresented litigants who

have domestic relations and/or
domestic violence cases. 

With generous support from
recent cy pres awards, the
Chancery Advice Desk was

relaunched to assist the
many unrepresented

litigants with cases in the
Circuit Court’s Chancery

Division.

Advocacy

The Illinois Supreme Court
adopted a new rule 300 to
recognize alternative fee

arrangements and
encourage lawyers to offer

more affordable and
accessible fee
arrangements.

The Cook County Legal Aid for
Housing & Debt Program

(CCLAHD) surpassed 100,000
people helped since its

inception with continued
leadership and support from
Cook County and the Circuit

Court, and additional support
from the City of Chicago and

State of Illinois.

The Court Access Library
Center project officially

launched in April, expanding
court-based resources and

specialized training for
librarians at 18 public

libraries throughout the
state.

Pro Bono

The Governor’s Office and
several other government,

nonprofit, and legal aid
partners came together to

launch
IllinoisImmigrationInfo.org
as a central hub for legal

information for
immigration issues and a
pro bono hub for lawyers

looking to help.

A new Nonprofit Legal Support
Project was launched to

provide resources and legal
assistance for nonprofit

organizations in this time of
heightened scrutiny and

uncertainty.

The Illinois Habeas Project,
a new collaborative pro
bono program to assist

Illinois immigrants who have
been detained without due
process and/or in violation

of other legal rights by filing
petitions for habeas relief
with the relevant federal

court, launched.

Partnerships

With a major gift from
Steve and Linda Patton,

the  Patton Legal Aid
Training Academy

relaunched and is already
providing expanded

professional development
opportunities for legal aid.

The Justice Entrepreneurs
Project moved into a new

downtown office space and
welcomed its 22  cohort of
attorneys to its network of

more than 50 lawyers.

nd

The Illinois JusticeCorps
program navigated a very

difficult funding landscape
and continued to serve

thousands of unrepresented
litigants in the Circuit Court

of Cook County this year.
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*Click on each highlight to learn more!*
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