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Support Legal Aid and Eviction Court Diversion Programs as a Critical
Part of the Larger Homelessness Prevention Funding for IDHS

Funding for Legal Aid and Eviction Court Diversion Programs is a Solid
Investment for the State

e All lllinoisans--and especially landlords and tenants--benefit when we avoid
preventable evictions and preserve housing stability for people who otherwise
could be facing homelessness and economic distress.

¢ Investing in legal aid, rental assistance, and court-based eviction diversion
programs promotes housing stability, saves taxpayer money, and increases
fairness in the legal system.

Support Three Key Funding Lines in the Budget

e Court-Based Rental Assistance -- $50 million
o Critical funding to maintain the Court-Based Rental Assistance program,
which helps thousands of vulnerable lllinoisans avoid eviction each year
and ensures that landlords, including many small landlords, can meet
their financial obligations and maintain their stability as well.
o This funding is included as part of the proposed IDHS Home lllinois
program for FY 26.

e Access to Counsel -- $5 million
o Level funding for the Eviction Help lllinois program, which supports legal
aid, mediation, and connections to other key resources for thousands of
tenants and small landlords outside of Cook County.
o This funding is part of the proposed IDHS Home lllinois program budget
for FY 26.

e Court-Based Eviction Early Resolution Programs and Legal Assistance
to Counties (p. 354 of proposed budget) -- $2 million

o Level funding for these court-based programs, which supports the
nationally recognized Cook County Legal Aid for Housing and Debt
Program and other court-based programs elsewhere in the State.

o These programs are a critical complement to the state’s other funding for
rental assistance and legal aid, as shown by independent evaluations for
Chicago and Cook County and nationally.

o This renewal funding is a separate budget line from the Home lllinois
budget (p. 354 of the Governor’s proposed budget) and leverages
additional local funding from participating counties.

For more information, contact Bob Glaves at bglaves@chicagobarfoundation.org or (312) 554-1205.


https://evictionhelpillinois.org/
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/cook-county-legal-aid-housing-and-debt-cclahd
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/cook-county-legal-aid-housing-and-debt-cclahd
https://chicagobarfoundation.org/blog/independent-evaluation-finds-unique-public-private-collaboration-in-chicago-and-cook-county-fosters-housing-stability-for-residents-facing-eviction-and-improves-access-to-justice/
https://www.ncsc.org/consulting-and-research/areas-of-expertise/access-to-justice/eviction-diversion-diagnostic-tool/eviction-diversion-initiative-grant-program/reimagining-housing-court-a-framework-for-court-based-eviction-diversion

