Legal Aid Committee
Selected Highlights 2018
Legal Aid Committee, January 10, 2019
This is a compilation of highlights submitted by some of the legal aid organizations that participate in the CBA
Legal Aid Committee. Not all organizations were able to submit highlights, but this compilation provides an
overview of some of the great work happening in our community. Thanks to everyone who submitted highlights.
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Supporting Successful Transition
Program for Youth in Aftercare
Through a grant from the Illinois Criminal
Justice Information Authority (ICJIA), CGLA
provided critical legal services and wraparound social services to help youth succeed
in their transition back to their communities
following a parole revocation hearing before
the Illinois Prisoner Review Board (IPRB).
When a youth is released from secure custody into
the State’s Aftercare program they will be sent
back into custody. The youth’s fate to continue in
Aftercare or be recommitted to secure custody will
be decided in a hearing before the Illinois Prisoner
Review Board.
Since 2015, CGLA has provided legal representation to youth in these revocation hearings. A grant
from ICJIA has enabled CGLA to use our interdisciplinary service approach, combining the efforts of
lawyers and social workers, to help youth beyond
the hearings with comprehensive services that
support their transition back to their communities.

Outcomes for six clients in particular show the program’s promise. Their eligible juvenile records have
been expunged, they have obtained state ids, and they
have been connected to employers and housing resources. Additionally, four of the six clients are young
fathers who have restored their connections with their
children and are working to become self-sufficient and
financially responsible by pursuing employment referrals that CGLA provided.
Contact:
Sue
Pak
and
Jessica
Newsome/
suepak@cgla.net and jessicanewsome@cgla.net/ 312850-4648 and 312-850-4621

Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
(CLCCR)
Voting Rights and Civic Empowerment
CLCCR’s Voting Rights team worked year-round with partners from Just Democracy to ensure that
the Illinois Secretary of State’s office implement the 2017 Automatic Voter Registration law in a
timely and effective manner.
In December 2018, Chicago Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights, along with co-counsel, issued a notice of
intent to sue to the State, as a result of delays and a roll-out process that violate state and national voting
rights laws.
CLCCR’s Voting Rights team also led Fall 2018 Election Protection efforts in Illinois, with tremendous support
from Kirkland & Ellis—which once again operated as EP headquarters--and hundreds of volunteers who attended trainings and monitored polls throughout the metropolitan Chicago area.
Contact: J ulie Justicz/ 312 -202-3663/jjusticz@clccrul.org
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Programs & Projects
Chicago Legal Clinic, Inc. (CLC)
Helping a Disabled Veteran Secure Housing
Through its Municipal Advice Desk Referral Project in partnership with CARPLS,
Chicago Legal Clinic helped a disabled veteran to clean up her records and remove barriers to obtaining future housing.
The Chicago Legal Clinic assisted a disabled veteran, who qualifies for VA benefits. As part of her VA benefits, she receives subsidized housing. The client was applying for new subsidized housing but, due to an old eviction action on her record, she was having nume rous problems.
The underlying eviction action was from early 2017. The house failed inspection and the VA stopped paying rent as a result. The client’s landlord told her she would have to pay the rent but the VA told the landlord that client was not going to pay rent and the landl ord had to give
her time to move out. Rather than providing the move out time, the landlord decided to file an eviction action against client. However, the
landlord did not attend the eviction hearing and the case sat dormant on the client’s record. Almost two years later, CLC came into the case
and was able to seal the file so that the client could move forward and find housing without the unfair eviction record on her name.
Contact: Adam Salzman/312-545-6291/asalzman@clclaw.org

Chicago Legal Clinic, Inc. (CLC)
Protection Obtained For Victim of Domestic Violence
CLC's Domestic Violence Team obtains security and equity for disabled victim of domestic violence.
CLC Attorney Barry Boykin represented a domestic violence survivor in hearings for both an Order of Protection and for divorce. Applicant
was diabetic and visually impaired, or legally blind, after a diagnosis three years ago. The parties were living in the same residence in
Chicago but in different rooms for six months prior to our involvement. The parties had been married for 9 years but had no children together. During the marriage and increasing in the months prior to filing for divorce the client suffered mental, emotional and verbal abuse
by her husband. Just before the involvement of the attorney from Chicago Legal Clinic, there was an incident where the husband locked
our client in the basement and she had to break down the door to escape. On the strength of that incident, the judge granted a Plenary
Order of Protection.
Subsequently, on October 20, 2018, at the divorce trial, CLC was successful in getting an
award of almost half the equity in the former marital residence as well as half of the husband’s
retirement benefits.
Contact: Adam Salzman/ 312 -545-6291/asalzman@clclaw.org

Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR)
Mediation Services
CCR expanded access to mediation services using online platforms.
In 2018, CCR began to provide services to parties via online video platform. Online video mediation allows parties who are unable to travel to
CCR's downtown offices to still access mediation services. Cases are eligible for online video mediation where both parties agree to use the platform. Mediation services are available online in any case type and mediators are still able to
provide CCR’s facilitative mediation service at no charge to the parties. CCR is working to develop best practices in online video mediation, including how to support parties without
digital access, privately caucusing, and online document signatures.
Contact: Cassie Lively/ 312 -922-6464 ex.23/clively@ccrchicago.org
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Programs & Projects
Center for Conflict Resolution (CCR)
Mediation Services
Mediation Partnership with the Better Business Bureau
In 2018, CCR expanded its work with consumers by partnering with the Better Business Bureau (BBB) to provide mediation services. CCR and BBB staff created a referral program for appropriate cases. CCR mediators are well-qualified to mediate these
cases based on decades of experience working in the Cook County court system mediating small claims cases. The conflicts in small claims and BBB cases are very similar
and sometimes identical, because consumers will often file a complaint with BBB and
open a court case. The CCR/BBB mediation program provides consumers and business
owners with an opportunity to have a productive and focused conversation. Where the
parties come to a resolution, CCR memorializes the agreement in writing and gives a
copy to both parties. CCR staff updates the BBB regarding the conclusion of the case,
but the details of the mediation remain confidential.
Contact: Cassie Lively/ 312 -922-6464 ex.23/clively@ccrchicago.org

Center for Disability & Elder Law (CDEL)
Veterans Clinic Expansion
CDEL now has two Veterans Clinic locations at both the Jesse Brown VA
and the Hines VA
CDEL’s 2018 featured the opening of a second location for the Veterans Clinic.
CDEL now assists veterans who use the Hines VA facility in addition to the now
four-year old clinic at the Jesse Brown VA. Staffing at the Hines VA is through
both CDEL and a partner organization, the Pro Bono Network. Each Veterans
Clinic is open twice a month, allowing CDEL to serve veterans on a weekly basis.
CDEL is a member of the IL-AFLAN Network and, in addition to its Veterans Clinics which serve Cook County residents, CDEL assists with drafting simple estate
plans for veterans throughout Illinois. CDEL also partnered with the Jesse Brown
and Hines VAs to provide CDEL’s Senior Center Initiate Power of Attorney Workshops at both VA locations last year.
Contact: Thomas W endt/ 312 -376-1882/twendt@cdelaw.org

Center for Disability & Elder Law (CDEL)
CDEL Launches Mental Health Pro Bono Program
In 2018 CDEL launched a new Mental Health Pro Bono Program.
The program provides legal advice and resources to families
who have a loved one experiencing mental health crisis.
In partnership with the Chicago Bar Foundation and the County Division
of the Cook County Courts, CDEL launched a Mental Health Pro Bono
Program in 2018. For a decade, CDEL has run the Pro Se Adult Guardianship Help Desk at the Daley Center, and families often visit the Help
Desk seeking guardianship over a family member who has mental
health diagnosis. Often, the families are seeking the ability to force the
family member into inpatient treatment and to take psychotropic medication, neither of which may be directed by a guardian over the objection of a ward. The new Mental Health Pro Bono Program is a natural fit
that will connect people whose loved ones are experiencing a mental
health crisis with a volunteer attorney to provide legal information

about all the options available ranging from guardianships to involuntary inpatient commitments. In addition, the volunteer attorneys provide appropriate referrals to legal and social service providers to help
families find the best mental health resources.
Contact: Elise Robie/ 312 -600-6404/erobie@cdelaw.org
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Programs & Projects
James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy
Moran Center Launches School-Based Civil Legal Clinic
The Moran Center opened a school-based civil legal clinic on
April 4, 2018. The clinic provides free information and legal
assistance on a wide variety of non-criminal topics. By tackling
families’ civil legal issues, the Moran Center aims to further
minimize the ‘justice gap’ that puts children at risk of disengaging from school and the community – critical tools in stemming
the pipelines to institutionalization.
With the addition of the School-Based Civil Legal Clinic (“SBCLC”) to the
Moran Center’s menu of services, the Moran Center anticipates providing legal assistance to between 75 and 100 additional under-resourced
families who are challenged by legal issues related to housing, family
law, and financial stability. Modeled after the successful school-based
civil legal clinic in New Haven, Connecticut, the Moran Center has partnered with Evanston/Skokie School District 65, Metropolitan Family
Services, and Y.O.U. to create the clinic as one of several "wrap
around" services for families to foster improved student learning,

stronger families, and a healthier community. The SBCLC represents the
Moran Center’s deeper commitment to equity, and is designed to remove
barriers and provide opportunities to families who otherwise may not
have the resources to access such services. When basic human needs
including safe and affordable housing and a means of support are established, children are more likely to be successful in school.
Contact: P atrick Keenan -Devlin/847-492-1410/pkeenandevlin@moran
-center.org

Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH)/LAF
Eviction Brief Advice Desk (EBAD)
The EBAD began in Spring 2018 and is a collaboration between DLA
Piper, LAF, and LCBH. It is staffed by pro bono attorneys and supported by attorneys from LAF and LCBH. The pilot is run out of the
jury room in 1406 of the Daley Center on designated days of the
month and looks to expand to serve other courtrooms in 2019.
With over 30,000 evictions filed every year in Cook County, and despite the
efforts of legal aid, the vast majority of renters in Eviction Court are unrepresented – only 10% of tenants and 80% of landlords appear in court with
a lawyer. Most renters receive no information about the court process before they appear before a judge. By necessity, many cases are resolved by
agreed orders or settlements which unrepresented tenants may not fully
understand. These agreed orders or settlements may have far-reaching
impact on tenants’ credit, ability to receive public housing assistance, or
ability to rent in the future—but renters may not be aware of those potential impacts when they agree to a settlement.
The Eviction Court Brief Advice Desk (EBAD) provides pro se tenants with
guidance about their eviction proceedings, how to best advocate for themselves in court, and how to resolve their eviction case as successfully as
possible, ideally avoiding an Eviction Order or getting the record sealed. In
its first year it served 64 tenant families, providing advice, preparing pro se
documents (e.g. settlement agreements, continuances, motions to vacate,
appearances/jury demand); and negotiating deals with pro se landlords
and opposing counsel.
Contact: J ulie P autch/ 312 -784-3515/jpautch@lcbh.org

LEGAL AID COMMITTEE
SELECTED HIGHLIGHTS 2018

Page 5

Programs & Projects
Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH)
Eviction Diversion Project (EDP)
LCBH launched the Eviction Diversion Program (EDP) in November 2018 to connect renters in eviction court to State
of Illinois Homeless Prevention Funds, short-term case management, and free legal services. The pilot is run out of
room 1303 of the Daley Center and has already distributed checks to 8 renter families.
There are over 30,000 evictions filed every year in Cook County with 85% of these cases brought for unpaid rent of $2,500 or less.
Until now, renters in eviction court were not being screened for eligibility for State of Illinois Homeless Prevention Funds. This was
unfortunate, as these funds can pay for up to $2,500 in back rent, security deposits, or move-in fees. The Eviction Diversion Program (EDP) connects renters to these homeless prevention dollars. It provides direct legal and social services to tenants facing
eviction and educates stakeholders—unrepresented landlords, landlord attorneys, court clerks, and judges—about the costs of and
alternatives to eviction. To qualify, the renter household must have received an eviction summons, be able to pay rent moving
forward, and be dedicated to resolving their housing crisis. Renters receive short-term, intensive case management services aimed
at stabilizing their housing situation and addressing the underlying issues that led to the eviction. Renters may also receive legal
services to avoid any harmful eviction judgment. The goal of the pilot is to unburden the courts and shelter system by diverting
eviction cases that can be resolved with the addition of these funds.
Contact: M ark Sw artz/ 312 -784-3520/mswartz@lcbh.org

Lawyers for the Creative Arts (LCA)
New Programs, New Personnel, New Space
LCA expanded its educational programs and is launching its Video Law Library. In February, LCA will move to the Chicago offices of
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.
Among LCA’s 2018 LawSmarts offerings were: A panel discussion of sexual harassment issues in orchestras, presented to the national conference
of the League of American Orchestras; a 7-part series presented with the School of the Art Institute and the American Society of Media Photographers on legal issues in photography and other visual arts; and a program on recent developments in sexual harassment prevent ion in theater and
other performing arts, presented to the National Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts (NVLA) Conference. LCA hosted the NVLA Confe rence at Sidley’s
offices in Chicago, with representatives from VLA organizations in 18 cities present for the 3-day conference.
LCA’s Video Law Library series is now in beta-testing. The existing videos will go live on the website of the Illinois Institute
of Continuing Legal Education in February, with filming and editing of the next phase of videos taking place throughout the
year.
LCA’s staff is expanding, with the addition of Christopher Johnson as the full-time Assistant Director of Communications.
And, starting on February 1, LCA’s new offices will be in the law firm Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP.
Contact: Jan Feldman/ 312- 837-3518/jfeldman@law-arts.org

Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan Family Services (LAS)
Elder Justice Help Desk
LAS recently launched an Elder Justice Help Desk at the
Daley Center.
In 2018, Legal Aid Society of Metropolitan Family Services
(LAS) partnered with the Office of the Presiding Judge to revive the legal help desk in the Elder Justice Center (EJC), a
court supported center located in the basement of the Daley
Center that provides resources to seniors. In 2017, the nonprofit that had previously provided legal services ceased operation in the EJC, greatly diminishing the ability of volunteers
attorneys to provide comprehensive legal services. Through
collaboration with the EJC staff and Illinois JusticeCorps staff,
LAS has been able to both streamline the help desk process

and expand the legal services available to elders.
Staffed by both volunteer attorneys and an LAS
staff attorney, the Elder Justice Help Desk now
sees both pre-scheduled and walk-in clients three
days a week. Finally, with the generous financial
support of Illinois Equal Justice Foundation, LAS
anticipates being able to expand help desk services to five days a week in early 2019.
Contact:
M iguel
Keberlein/ 312 -986-4180/
keberleinm@metrofamily.org
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Programs & Projects
Legal Aid Society of MFS (LAS)
Expansion of Anti-Human Trafficking Work
LAS' Individual Rights & Social Justice Practice Group expands its anti-human trafficking
work.
In 2018, through the award of several federal grants, LAS was able to expand its full array of inhouse legal services, social services, and case management to all victims of human trafficking
across the state of Illinois. LAS now has two on-site attorneys in our DuPage County office, as well
as a full staff in the Chicago office, and can offer highly comprehensive services to victims through
partnership with Metropolitan Family Services.
Contact: M iguel Keberlein/ 312 -986-4180/ keberleinm@metrofamily.org

Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
Project to Use the Law to Create New Pathways for Treatment for Lead-Exposed Children
Expansion of Early Intervention therapy services to treat children who are exposed to lead.

Illinois Children’s Healthcare Foundation (ILCHF), the state’s only private foundation focused solely on the health needs of children across the
state, awarded $600,000 over three years to Legal Council for Health Justice and Erikson Institute to innovate and evaluate new approaches to
childhood lead poisoning.
Lead poisoning remains the number one environmental health hazard affecting children. Exposure to low levels of lead has been proven to significantly increase the risk of developmental delays, behavioral problems, and learning disabilities. The consistent link between low-level lead exposure and the reduced ability of children to do well in school suggest that lead exposure is responsible for a significant and modifiable effect on the
achievement gap. Legal Council will pilot and Erikson Institute will evaluate the provision of Early Intervention (EI) – a statewide program that
administers therapies and supportive services to young children and their families – to children with lead exposure in an attempt to prevent and/
or mitigate lead’s harmful impacts.
Pilot programs begin in three Illinois locations with high lead burdens – Cicero, Berwyn, and Rockford, IL – with the aim of achieving and informing eventual state-wide rollout of automatic Early Intervention eligibility for all Illinois children under the age of three who have blood lead levels
at the CDC reference value of 5mcg/dL or greater. State-wide rollout would benefit thousands of at-risk children each year, most of whom are
not currently eligible to receive Early Intervention. The pilots are partially funded by a seed grant awarded in October 2017 from the Illinois
Council on Developmental Disabilities. Additional funding from ILCHF will take the work to new levels, giving it the potentia l to positively impact
the trajectory of lead-exposed children across the state for decades to come.
Contact: A myZimmerman/ 312 -605-1963/azimmerman@legalcouncil.org
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Programs & Projects
Life Span Center for Legal Services and Advocacy
Life Span Goes to the Border
The crisis at the border was a call to action. We
fought these unjust and dangerous policies with
critically needed help, providing 400 hours of services to 150 clients. Without the legal help of hundreds of volunteers, asylum seekers would not make
it over the first hurdle to a successful claim for asylum.
In December 2018, Life Span staff traveled to Texas to aid
women and children seeking asylum in the United States..
Our team consisted of two lawyers, two advocates, and
two counselors, working with the CARA Pro Bono Project,
We prepared clients for their credible fear interviews with
the Department of Homeland Security. The goal was for
clients to receive ‘positive’ decisions, allowing them to
proceed with their asylum claims.
Conditions in detention were poor and, forced to leave
many behind, the women’s debilitating fear for those remaining impacted their participation in services. Clients
could not call family at home or sponsors in the US, causing significant stress.

This work preceded rulings that eventually invalidated the Attorney General’s removal of domestic and gang
violence as grounds for asylum. Most
of the women Life Span assisted in
detention fled persecution by powerful
criminal gangs who would harass
people who refused to obey them,
threatening to rape, kidnap, and kill
those refusing to join the gangs. Most
women were also victims of domestic
violence.

uncertain, women waited patiently to
have a chance to tell their stories.
They entrusted us with their deepest
secrets and most painful memories in
hopes that we could help them. For
many, meeting with us was the first
time they felt hope for eventual safety.
Contact: Denice W olf
Markham/312-408-1210/
dmarkham@life-spn.org

One legal work-around used to compensate for the loss of crucial grounds
involved framing the violence as political oppression of women. Alone and

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Responded to the Family Separation Crisis
NIJC and its allies countered action taken against immigrant children and families, particularly those impacted by the “zerotolerance” family separation policy.
In addition to producing policy briefs and contributing to news stories to expose the cruel “zero-tolerance” family separation policy, NIJC worked
with nearly 150 immigrant children separated from their parents at the border and in Chicago area shelters and represented parents desperate to
reunite with their children.
NIJC’s legal advocacy, in partnership with pro bono attorneys from Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP and Locke Lord LLP, reunited two mothers with
their children after the administration originally deemed them “ineligible” for reunification. “Ms. Q” was reunited with her four-year-old son after
eight months of separation, and “Ms. L” was reunited with her six year-old daughter after four months. NIJC and pro bono partners are appealing
the court’s refusal to reopen the asylum case of “Ms. L.,” who had abandoned her asylum case out of desperation to reunite with her child.
Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmacarthy@heartlandalliance.org
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Programs & Projects
Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI)
PILI Joins Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network
In addition to PILI’s flagship Internship and Fellowship programs, PILI is expanding statewide efforts to help fill gaps in legal services with pro bono by becoming
be a member of the Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network (IL-AFLAN). Through
IL-AFLAN, PILI is responsible for accepting referrals through the Network and placing them with pro bono attorneys in 101 counties in Illinois, excluding Cook County.
Through IL-AFLAN, PILI will recruit volunteer attorneys, provide training and support, and offer malpractice coverage. Since 2011, PILI has worked
statewide to raise awareness of the need for free or low-cost legal services and promote pro bono work through its Judicial Circuit Pro Bono Committees. This project is a natural extension of PILI’s existing programs and will increase PILI’s reach as well as help ensure service members obtain
access to legal help.
Contact: Sarah Taylor/ 312 -832-5125/staylor@pili.org

Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI)
PILI Launches Pop-Up Clinic Program, Legal Help Within
Reach
In September, PILI welcomed an Equal Justice Works Fellow sponsored by Deere &
Company, Lane & Waterman LLP, and Riley Safer Holmes & Cancilia LLP to launch a
new program called Legal Help Within Reach. Inspired by the Justice Bus Project of
OneJustice in California, this program will recruit attorney and law student volunteers from urban areas to volunteer at free legal clinics for low-income Illinoisans living in rural and underserved communities.
Through Legal Help Within Reach, PILI will work closely with law schools, law firms, and corporate legal departments to match volunteer interests
with the communities in need of assistance. Clinics will provide much needed and otherwise inaccessible legal assistance to low-income people,
families and communities in need. Trips are usually one full day in length, with training being provided during the travel to the clinic site. Legal
Help Within Reach’s first clinic is being planned outside of Rock Island, IL in spring 2019.
Contact: Shelby Smith/ 312 -832-5126/ssmith@pili.org

Public Interest Law Initiative (PILI)
PILI Pilots Conflict of Interest Pro Bono Referral Program
in Tenth Circuit
PILI’s Conflict of Interest Pro Bono Referral Panel provides a referral source for participating legal aid agencies to send potential
clients who have been denied service due to a conflict of interest. This program is currently accepting referrals from Prairie State
Legal Services’ Peoria office and serves potential clients who reside or have a legal issue in Marshall, Peoria, Stark and Tazewell
Counties.
In much of Illinois outside of Cook County, there is only one legal service agency serving low-income people with civil needs, which presents a
problem when one party is turned down due to a conflict of interest. Hundreds of potential clients are denied services in Illinois every year for
this reason.
Since February, when Prairie State cannot provide assistance to someone due to a conflict, that person can now be referred to PILI. A member
of the PILI staff will then conduct an intake interview to confirm that the client is eligible for the program, and will try to find a local volunteer
attorney to provide legal services on a pro bono basis. PILI has been operating Self-Represented Help Desks in the Tenth Circuit at the Peoria
and Tazewell County Courthouses for several years which has also been a helpful referral source. PILI is planning to expand this pilot in 2019 by
working with Land of Lincoln in the Sixth Circuit and launching help desks in Champaign and Macon counties.
Contact: Sarah Taylor/ 312 -832-5125/staylor@pili.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Access Living
Suit Against the City Due to Lack of Affordable, Accessible Housing
In May 2018, Access Living filed a lawsuit to force the City of
Chicago to address its failure to ensure affordable housing it
funded and developed over the last three decades complied with
the accessibility requirements of federal civil rights laws.
The case seeks to force the City to remedy this failure and create potentially thousands of accessible units through retrofitting and/or new construction.
In May of this year Access Living filed suit in the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Illinois, alleging the City of Chicago funded and
developed tens of thousands of affordable rental housing units without
ensuring that a sufficient number are accessible to people with disabilities as required by federal law. The action, which addresses the City’s
Affordable Rental Housing Program as a whole, involves the failure of
city agencies, since 1988, to comply with the accessibility requirements
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act (Section 504), and the Fair Housing Act (FHA). The complaint states this failure causes low-income people with disabilities to
struggle to find suitable housing and often forces them live on the
street, in their cars, in nursing homes, in homeless shelters, or in other
inadequate and dangerous housing.

The suit asks the court to: Compel the
City to survey each and every unit and
common area in the Affordable Rental
Housing Program; Bring each and every
unit and common area into full compliance with the ADA, Fair Housing Act,
and Section 504; Put in place policies
and practices to provide meaningful
access to the program for people with
disabilities; and Enforce compliance by building owners and managers.
This is only the second time such a suit against a municipality has
been brought. Los Angeles was sued similarly a few years ago and
agreed to build 4,000 new accessible units, revise training policies,
and pay $4.5 million to plaintiff organizations who will assist people
with disabilities transition into the new units.
Contact: Ken W alden/ 312 -640-2136/kwalden@accessliving.org

Access Living
Access Living's Lawsuit Against Uber Continues
A couple years ago, on October 13, 2016, Access Living filed a lawsuit against Uber. The suit seeks
equivalent service for people who use motorized wheelchairs. Although the case is on-going, Uber responded to our lawsuit by creating a limited wheelchair-accessible vehicle (WAV) service in Chicago.
A couple years ago, on October 13, 2016, Access Living filed a lawsuit against Uber in the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois. The suit, based on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) seeks equivalent service for
people who use motorized wheelchairs. In court, Uber denies it is covered by the ADA or obligated to transport
wheelchair users. However, in practice, Uber responded to our lawsuit by creating a limited wheelchair-accessible
vehicle (WAV) service in Chicago. Despite its significant limits, this service seems to prove it is possible for a
Rideshare company to build and operate a WAV service.
Also, in December 2018, the Court determined Uber is covered by the ADA and rejected Uber's attempt to kill the case via a Motion to Dismiss.
Hence, the case continues.
Contact: Charles P etrof/ 312 -640-2124/cpetrof@accessliving.org

Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department (CCLA)
Preventing Homelessness
Zealous advocacy results in preventing homelessness and protecting a housing voucher for a single mother and her children.
Stacy, a single mother of four children, lost her job. A housing voucher program for low-income families subsidized a portion of the family’s rent.
Without a job, Stacy was unable to pay her portion of the rent.
The landlord filed an eviction action. In court, Stacy entered into an agreed order that included a payment plan and permitted the landlord to immediately evict her if payments were late or missed. Stacy was desperate to avoid homelessness, and an eviction order would result in the loss of the
housing subsidy, which she needed to afford housing for the family. She hoped that one of the many applications she filled out would resolve the
issue.
A job offer did not materialize causing her to miss a payment and end up back in court. The
Court informed the parties it was ready to enter an eviction order. Stacy’s CCLA attorney requested a continuance and, after an unusually lengthy impromptu legal argument by both parties, the court continued the case to allow the parties to work out a settlement.
CCLA connected Stacy with numerous services to address the family’s immediate needs caused
by the loss of income. In addition, CCLA worked with Catholic Charities’ programs that offered
homeless prevention funds. CCLA’s attorney brokered a settlement agreement that resulted in
the dismissal of the eviction matter.
Contact: Hilda Bahena/ 312 -948-6983/hbahena@catholiccharities.net
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department (CCLA)
Civil No Contact Order
Providing Trauma Informed CNCO
services.
Nancy remembered lying down because she felt very dizzy. She heard
someone calling her name while placing a blanket over her face. She was
unable to move when she attempted
to get up. She heard another voice,
“Leave her alone.” Nancy’s next
memory was of waking up in a hospital. She distinctly recalls feeling
scared and anxious. The hospital staff
informed Nancy she had been sexually
assaulted. With the support of her
CCLA attorney, Nancy pieced together

what happened to her on that day. Her
children’s babysitter, Maria, called the
police after Nancy failed to pick up the
children. Upon arriving to Nancy’s
apartment, the police found the door
locked. Maria’s concern increased and
she offered to call the apartment
manager, Larry, who lived in the building to help the police access Nancy’s
apartment. Larry assured Maria that
Nancy was in her unit. The police returned to Nancy’s apartment to find
the door unlocked. Nancy was inside.
On Nancy’s behalf, CCLA filed a Petition for a Civil No Contact Order
(CNCO) naming Larry, the apartment
manager, as the respondent. Togeth-

er, Nancy and her CCLA attorneys reviewed calls, texts messages and events. CCLA sent out FOIA request and conducted
discovery to ensure that the events of the day could be proven
in court. Throughout the process, Nancy was offered Catholic
Charities support services to help her address the trauma of
the sexual assault and the pain she had to relive during her
CNCO court case. After the trial, that lasted several days, the
court granted Nancy a CNCO, protecting her from Larry.
Contact: Hilda Bahena/ 312 -948-6983/
hbahena@catholiccharities.net

Catholic Charities Legal Assistance Department (CCLA)
Obtaining Orders to Financially Stabilize Domestic Violence Survivors
CCLA provides legal services to survivors of abuse and reduces the Without any money, he told her, the children would stay with him if she
financial impact that often occurs when survivors seek legal reme- left.
dies created for them and their families’ protection and safety.
Jane felt trapped. Throughout their marriage, Jane endured financial and
emotional abuse by her husband beyond the “one incident” of physical
abuse. Upon learning of her legal options and receiving domestic vioAfter 35 years of marriage, Jane separated from John due to an incident
lence counseling along with other support services, Jane felt empowered
of physical domestic violence. On the date of the abusive incident, Jane
to end her relationship in court.
and John argued about the recent utility shut off notices they received.
Unpleased with Jane’s questions, he shook her violently and tried to
In spite of John’s aggressive objection to providing any financial relief to
punch her. He was visibly angry, warned her to stop, and threatened to
Jane, the court granted her $8,000 in retroactive maintenance in addihit her with his car to stop her from bothering him. Jane reiterated that
tion to monthly maintenance support. The court also ordered John to be
was the only incident of domestic violence. However, as the CCLA attorresponsible for almost $17,000 of marital debt. Jane continues to heal
ney continued to gather information about the marriage to advise Jane of by participating in domestic violence counseling and receiving other
her legal options, John’s abusive behavior came out in many forms.
support services. She knows the process will take longer, but she is well
on her way.
After they married, John did not permit Jane to work; her role was to
raise their children. John started a business during the marriage and
Contact: Hilda Bahena/ 312 -948-6983/hbahena@catholiccharities.net
made Jane work without pay while he reminded her that it was his business and his money. John controlled all aspects of the family’s finances.

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation
CAASE Lawyer Representing Crime Victim Held in Contempt,
Shining Light on Little-Known Legal Role
In November 2018, CAASE Senior Staff
Attorney Danielle Johnson was held in
contempt of court while seeking to protect
her client's attorney-client privilege and
right to a hearing on a request to obtain
her mental health records. This incident
cast a spotlight on the need for victims'
attorneys in criminal cases, as well as the
continued misunderstanding of victims'
rights by many in the criminal justice system.

The court eventually obtained the mental
health records, reviewed them in camera,
and found them irrelevant to the proceedings, declining to share them with the parties. The defendant in the case then pled
guilty of abusing four of the six minor children named as victims in the case, including
CAASE's client. CAASE's client, now 18
years old and a college student, provided a
Victim Impact Statement at the sentencing
hearing (and only hours after taking a final

exam).
She
told
CAASE
attorneys
after
the
hearing that she was proud that she took
the stand that day and that she sees it as a
first step in moving forward.
Citation: w w w .chicagotrib une.com
/news/local/breaking/ct-met-lawyercontempt-court-20181106-story.html
Contact: Christine Evans/ 773 -244-2230/
cme@caase.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation (CAASE)
Victory in Sexual Harassment Mediation for Survivor with Disabilities
CAASE attorney Rachel Johnson obtained a financial settlement
after a nine-hour mediation with the employer of a client with
developmental disabilities, who had been repeatedly sexually
assaulted by her supervisor. This significant settlement negated
the need for protracted litigation and will enable the survivor to
live comfortably and engage in enriching activities that will help
her healing process.
Research has shown time and time again that sexual violence tends to
impact people at the margins. CAASE client Maggie, 30, is a Latina woman, works a low-wage job, and has severe developmental disabilities with
the mental capacity of approximately seven years old.
Maggie’s supervisor at an adult job training program repeatedly and violently sexually assaulted her, calling her in to his office to do “work” at
the lunch hour, threatening her, and abusing her nearly every day. After
two months of this abuse, Maggie disclosed the assaults to another supervisor in the program. Rather than reporting the abuse, this supervisor
merely warned the perpetrator not to return to work and set up a meeting with Maggie’s mother for a week later. Although Maggie’s mother
made a police report as soon as she learned of the abuse, due to the
"head start" the abuser received, he disappeared, and police have been
unable to locate him. Maggie’s parents hoped to find some semblance of

justice and peace for their daughter, and
after exploring legal options with CAASE attorney Rachel Johnson,
they decided to pursue a complaint with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) against Maggie's employer. The parties
decided to engage in mediation to seek settlement and negate the
need for protracted litigation that could leave Maggie re-traumatized.
After a nine-hour mediation, CAASE was able to reach a financial settlement with the employer, at a level that will enable Maggie to live
comfortably and engage in enriching activities that will help her overcome this trauma. With the complaint settled, CAASE then continued
to work for nearly a year on the case, identifying an appropriate trustee for a Special Needs Trust for Maggie and assisting Maggie's mother in being named Maggie’s official guardian.
While CAASE cannot undo the horrors Maggie experienced, it can help
her reclaim some of her power and amplify her voice through legal
alternatives to the criminal system, ensuring that Maggie can continue
healing without concern for finances and in the supportive and loving
environment of her family home.
Contact: Christine Evans/ 773 -244-2230/cme@caase.org

Chicago Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation (CAASE)
Expanding the Protection of the Justice for Victims of Sex Trafficking Crimes Act
In August 2018, CAASE attorney Rachel Johnson, along with pro bono attorneys from Mayer Brown, obtained a finding that prostitution convictions obtained after a survivor flees their trafficker may still be vacated under the Justice for Victims of Sex Trafficking Crimes Act due to trafficking's long-term psychological effects and coerced drug abuse.
This ruling expanded on a decision made in favor of the same client in 2016 in Peoria County (also with CAASE), clearing her record of all felony
convictions.
The client had been coerced into prostitution when she was 19 years old in California. After several years of being abused into and in prostitution,
the client eventually fled her California traffickers but was left with severe psychological trauma, drug addiction and no me aningful options for
employment. The client ended up in Peoria, Illinois, where she was not being trafficked but continued to engage in prostitution for survival and to
feed her drug addiction. She was arrested and convicted of prostitution many times in Peoria. The client has been clean and out of prostitution for
over 17 years and can now move forward with her life free from felony convictions.
Contact: Christine Evans/ 773 -244-2230/cme@caase.org

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS)
Clarified Standards for Discharging Guardianship of a Minor
The Appellate Court's 1st District discussed, in detail, the requirements for a petition to vacate the guardianship of a mino r versus
those to discharge a guardianship.
Prior to this decision, only three Appellate decisions had been published discussing the current statutory factors for discharging a guardianship of
a minor. This case, comparing the discharge section with vacating a guardianship, clarifies both causes of action.
Citation: Estate of Trotter, 2018 I L App (1st) 172613
Contact: Debi Filipovich/ 312 -332-8257/dfilipovich@cvls.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
Victories in Lawsuits Filed Under the Illinois Bill of Rights for the Homeless Act
Settlement in first substantive case filed under the Illinois Bill of Rights Act; Additional Lawsuit Filed
Against City Under the Act
The Law Project of the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, in partnership with Hughes Socol Piers Resnick & Dym,
Ltd (HSPRD), secured a significant settlement on behalf of our client, Robert Henderson, in the first substantive
case filed under the Illinois Bill of Rights for the Homeless Act. Illinois was the second state in the U.S. to adopt a
Homeless Bill of Rights, enacted in 2013. Robert Henderson was living under a West Side viaduct in 2015 when
city workers threw everything he owned into a garbage truck, including crucial medications, obituaries of loved
ones, and a Bible given to him by a minister to his family. A city worker told Robert, a man in his 60s, to go find
somewhere else to live.
After the case was filed in March 2016, the court denied the City’s Motion to Dismiss in September 2016. After
discovery and just a few weeks before trial, a settlement was reached on January 29, 2018. On January 4, 2018,
CCH, again partnering with HSPRD, filed another lawsuit against the City of Chicago and city workers on behalf of
Amie Smith and Shawn Moore, a couple experiencing homelessness for repeated harassment over a three-year
period. City workers targeted Plaintiffs for harassment and repeatedly seized and destroyed their personal property and forced them to move from numerous locations. Many of the items seized and destroyed were irreplaceable personal items with sentimental value. Other items were practical items crucial to survival while experiencing
homelessness on the streets. In this case, as in the Henderson case, the City filed a motion to dismiss. On July
12, the court denied the City’s motion, rejecting the City’s arguments for a narrow interpretation of the Bill of
Rights for the Homeless. Discovery is ongoing in the case.

Citation: Henderson v. City of Chicago, 2016 L 002448, Smith v. City of Chicago, 2018 CH 00094

Contact: Law rence W agner and Diane O’Connell/ 312-641-4140 and 312-641-4140/
Lawrence@chicagohomeless.org and diane@chicagohomeless.org

Chicago Legal Clinic, Inc. (CLC)
Chicago Legal Clinic Environmental Law Program Litigation Leads to Emission Reductions
CLC represented a small Chicago-area environmental justice organization in Clean Air Act litigation against the operator of
nineteen coal-fired electric generating units in northeastern Illinois.

CLC represented a small Chicago-area environmental justice organization in Clean Air Act litigation against the operator of 19 coal-fired electric generating units in northeastern Illinois. At the conclusion of this federal litigation this year, seven of these coal-fired units are shut
down and five others are permanently converted from coal to natural gas. The seven units that still combust coal are required to install significantly enhanced pollution control equipment. These changes led to permanent reductions of 52,000 tons per year of sulfur dioxide,
18,000 tons per year of nitrogen dioxide and 24,500,000 tons per year of carbon dioxide.
CLC's ability to participate in cases like this is possible because of its environmental clinical partnership with IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law
and its technical service partnership with the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Northwestern University.

Contact: Adam Salzman/ 312 -545-6291/asalzman@clclaw.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Domestic Violence Legal Clinic (DVLC)
DVLC’s Wrap Around Services Provide Multi-Faceted Stability for Survivors
DVLC helped Bridget, a domestic violence survivor, obtain emergency and plenary orders of protection, as well as work authorization documentation and connections to counseling and job training programs.
Bridget, a 27 year old immigrant from Poland came to DVLC after her husband attacked her so brutally that she had to go to the
hospital. Through DVLC’s Order of Protection Clinic, Bridget received an emergency and plenary orders of protection. Once she
received the plenary order of protection, Bridget was referred to DVLC’s Extended Services Division where immigrations attorneys
represented her in her VAWA application, and helped her secure employment authorization documents. Bridget also worked closely
with Jasmine, one of DVLC’s Client Support Coordinators, to be connected to counseling and job training programs. When Bridget
graduated from a job training program earlier this year, Jasmine was in the crowd to cheer her on as she walked across the stage and
to provide support as she found full-time employment as a pastry chef.

Contact: M argaret Duval/ 312 -325-9155/mduval@dvlcchicago.org

Equip for Equality (EFE)
EFE Files Class Action Lawsuit Against Chicago Public Schools (CPS) for Discriminating
Against Students with Disabilities Whose Parents Have Limited English Skills
Equip for Equality filed a class action lawsuit against CPS on behalf of students with disabilities and their parents who hav e
limited English skills. The Complaint alleges failure to translate vital special education documents and failure to provide
competent interpreters at important special education meetings.
Equip for Equality and its pro bono counsel at Kirkland & Ellis filed a federal civil rights class action lawsuit against the Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) for failing to adequately serve students with disabilities and their parents who have limited English skills. CPS serves a diverse community that includes a large population of students from families whose native language is not English. 52,231 CPS students
with disabilities receive special education students and 41 percent, or approximately 21,000, of these students lived in a household where
English is not the native language. The Complaint gives numerous examples where parents who have limited English skills were denied the
opportunity to have vital special education documents translated into their native language. Additionally, the Complaint documents that
CPS has repeatedly failed to provide competent interpreters at important special education meetings for parents who have limited English skills. As a result, thousands of students with disabilities have been harmed
and denied the crucial special education services they need and are entitled to by law.

Contact: Olga P ribyl/ 312 -895-7321/olga@equipfprequality.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
The Family Defense Center
Final Settlement Approved in Nicole P vs DCFS Class Action
In Fall 2016, The Family Defense Center filed Nicole P. et al. v. Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS). Under a vague version
of Allegation 74 (“inadequate supervision”), a person could be charged with child neglect any time a “child has been placed in a situation or circumstances that are likely to require judgment or actions greater than the child’s level of maturity.” In addition to ordering DCFS to stop using this version, the lawsuit asked to expunge people currently listed as child neglectors under the rule and to only resume Allegation 74 investigations when a
lawful rule was formally adopted.
In February 2017, the court granted class certification, and in May 2017, DCFS replaced the rule with a new, lawful version that emphasizes that a
person must have acted with “blatant disregard” of a “real, significant and imminent risk of harm” to the child. Revised procedures that conform to
the new, lawful version of the rule were issued in March 2018, and include specific examples of situations that are not blatant disregard, and they
expressly state that “parents are able to make reasonable parenting decisions and judgments that their child is safe.”
On June 4, 2018, the Circuit Court of Cook County in Illinois granted final approval of a settlement agreement in Nicole P. v. DCFS. The settlement
allows for tens of thousands of Illinois residents previously indicated for child neglect under the old version of the rule to seek relief by requesting
another review of their case.
This settlement is a major accomplishment for the Center and its pro bono partners. It brings relief to thousands of families and makes the Illinois
DCFS system fairer for all.
Contac: Rachel Ruttenberg/ 312-251-9800/rachel@familydefensecenter.org

James B. Moran Center for Youth Advocacy
Advocates Seek Justice for Unfairly Prosecuted Youth
Governor Rauner commuted the sentences of six youth in the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) who were unfairly
prosecuted due to childish behavior occurring at the Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice’s (“IDJJ”) Youth Center Harrisburg (IYC-Harrisburg)
Over twenty youth detained at IYC-Harrisburg were prosecuted for charges brought by staff, acting as private citizens, who “walked in”
complaints to local law enforcement for minor incidents – allegations ranging from pushing, shoving, spitting or grabbing – that resulted in
either minor or no physical injuries. Following the ACLU of Illinois’ suit, R.J. v. Jones, which put a stop to the use of solitary confinement in
IDJJ facilities, IYC-Harrisburg staff defied the institutional grievance structure to seek more “appropriate” consequences for youth misbehavior from the Saline County State’s Attorney.
The local prosecutor then sought and secured extensive adult prison sentences for these youth. Far from home and with insufficient support
from local defense services, the youth pled guilty, often with insufficient due process. The John Howard Association, Juvenile Justice Initiative, Kirkland & Ellis, and the Moran Center for Youth Advocacy led the effort in requesting relief for six youth incarcerate d in IDOC. The
Governor’s action in commuting the sentences of these youth is a critical beginning in addressing the harm caused by the internal system
failure of IDJJ and the absence of procedural justice.
Contact: P atrick Keenan -Devlin/847-492-1410/pkeenandevlin@moran-center.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
LAF and Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights (CLCCR)
Greer v. CPS
Parents and community organizations sued to enjoin CPS from phasing out the National Teachers Academy (NTA), a
top-rated South Side elementary school, challenging CPS’s use of a discriminatory criterion in its decision-making
process. After the circuit court granted a preliminary injunction, CPS announced it would rescind its decision and
keep NTA open.
Since mid-2017, when CPS announced a plan to phase out NTA, transfer NTA students to South Loop Elementary, and use NTA’s
building for a high school, large numbers of parents and community members repeatedly came together at public meetings to
voice their opposition. Many recognized a historic pattern of CPS disproportionately burdening African -American communities with
disruptive closures and other school actions. Unlike any school CPS had closed in the past, NTA had attained CPS’s highest rating—
Level 1+, the same rating South Loop had at the time. (South Loop later dropped to Level 1.) Because state law requires CPS t o
transfer students from a closed school to a higher performing school, CPS’s plan required it to deem South Loop “higher performing.” It did so only by relying on an “attainment” metric, a static comparison of test scores, which experts say puts mostly AfricanAmerican schools like NTA at an unfair disadvantage compared to whiter, more affluent counterparts like South Loop. In granting
the preliminary injunction, the trial court found plaintiffs showed a likelihood of success on the merits of this claim. With in hours of
the court’s decision, CPS publicly announced that NTA would remain an elementary school.
Citation: 2018 CH 07647
Contact: Kate Gladson and Candace M oore/ 312 -229-6389 and 312-888-4190/kgladson@lafchicago.org and
cmoore@clccrul.org

LAF
Marshall v. Blake
Low-income Chapter 13 debtors do not have to turn their income tax refunds over to the trustee each year or seek permission to
spend the refunds, but have the flexibility to prorate both the anticipated refunds, and the expenses they pay for, in the monthly
budgets of their bankruptcy plans.

Low-income workers often use their yearly tax refunds, including the Earned Income Tax Credit, for larger expenses that inevitab ly arise, such as
dental work or car repairs they can’t otherwise afford. Ms. Blake, who worked as a security guard, filed a Chapter 13 bankruptcy to catch up on
past due bills. Like any Chapter 13 debtor, she had to create a feasible plan that included monthly payments to the trustee for her creditors, but
with enough left over to pay for food, shelter, and other necessities. Ms. Blake’s budget was extremely tight, so to make a workable plan, she
included and prorated her anticipated tax refund over each year of the plan. The bankruptcy court approved it, but the trustee appealed, arguing
that bankruptcy law did not allow debtors to include anticipated refunds in their monthly budgets. Instead, they must turn their refunds over to
the trustee each year, to benefit creditors, or file a motion for permission to spend refunds on particular expenses, subject to the trustee’s objection. The 7th Circuit rejected that theory, holding that debtors may anticipate and prorate their tax refunds, affirming that Ms. Blake’s plan was
reasonable and filed in good faith.
Citation: 885 F.3d 1065 (7th Cir. 2018)
Contact: Jim Brady and M iriam Hallbauer/ 312 -347-8361 and 312-2296360/jbrady@lafchicago.org and mhallbauer@lafchicago.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
LAF
Gail Diop v. Village of Palatine and RKJ Properties, LLC.
In response to being sued, the Village of Palatine amended its crime-free ordinance to provide better protections for tenants facing eviction due to alleged criminal activity of household members or guests. The Village must now consider the nature, severity,
frequency, and proximity to the property of the crime, as well as any mitigating circumstances.
For the last 26 years, Gail Diop received rental assistance under the Housing Choice Voucher program in the Village of Palatine, which has a
crime-free housing ordinance. This ordinance prohibits all criminal activity (even if it does not pose a threat to health or safety) committed on or
off leased premises by a household member or guest. Relying on this Ordinance, the Village tried to force Ms. Diop's landlord to evict her after
her friend's son got arrested and falsely identified Ms. Diop’s unit as his residence. LAF contacted the Village's Crime-Free Multi-Housing Coordinator and submitted a letter from Ms. Diop's friend, who wrote that his son never lived with Ms. Diop, but the Village refused to change its position. The next day, LAF filed a complaint against the Village for its unlawful enforcement of the Ordinance. As a result of this filing, the owner
refrained from moving to evict Ms. Diop. The Village then stated that it would not use the Ordinance against Ms. Diop and indicated its desire to
do whatever it took to settle the case. On September 4, 2018, the Village amended its Crime Free Ordinance to provide the protections set forth
above.
Citation: 18 CH 03518
Contact: Jaclyn Koriath and M iriam Hallbauer/ 312 -229-6384 and 312-2296360/jkoriath@lafchicago.org and mhallbauer@lafchicago.org

Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing (LCBH) and
Sargent Shriver National Center for Poverty Law
Wilson Men's Hotel SRO Conversion

LCBH and Shriver intervened to halt the evictions of residents of the Wilson Men’s Hotel SRO, obtaining a settlement worth over
300K for violations of the Single-Room Occupancy Preservation Ordinance (“SROPO”) and guaranteeing that the SROPO’s protections would be observed as tenants were relocated.
LCBH and the Shriver Center became involved in the case after a for-profit housing developer purchased the Wilson Men’s Hotel, a 250-unit singleroom occupancy (“SRO”) building that represents one of the last sources of unsubsidized low-income housing in Chicago. After the developer was
cited for unauthorized construction work while more than a hundred residents remained, heat and water services were cut off in late Dec. 2017
and early Jan. 2018. When tenant representatives pressed the developer for restoration of building services and a renovation plan that provided
stable housing for existing residents, the developer distributed no-cause eviction notices. LCBH and the Shriver Center successfully intervened in
the City’s lawsuit against the owner and alleged the threatened evictions were retaliatory and an attempt to circumvent the SROPO. The settlement agreement provided for a tiered payout based on how long the tenant resided at the building and guaranteed that certain tenants would be
invited back to the renovated building. The settlement also ensured that a percentage of deeply affordable units would be maintained in the renovated building.
Contact: M ark Sw artz/ 312 -784-3520/mswartz@lcbh.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
Negotiated End to Medicaid Limits on Hepatitis C Medications
After years of having of one of the most restrictive policies in the nation, Illinois liberalized its Medicaid policies for coverage of
medications that cure hepatitis C. The change impacts approximately 7000 individuals.
After receiving a formal threat of litigation, officials at the Illinois Department of Health and Family Services (HFS) negot iated with lawyers from
Legal Council for Health Justice, Jenner & Block, and Center for Health Law and Policy Innovation of Harvard Law School to end Illinois’s policy of
rationing coverage of life-saving drugs to cure hepatitis C (HCV) for Medicaid participants. This policy change comes after years of discussions
and strategic advocacy to remove unnecessary and life-threatening barriers to the cure. Left untreated, hepatitis C can cause liver failure, liver
cancer, and death. Prior to this change, Illinois Medicaid only paid for Direct Acting Antivirals (DAAs, a treatment that cures hepatitis C) for some
people with hepatitis C. Only patients showing signs of severe liver disease were covered. Patients with a substance abuse disorder were not
eligible for coverage. Patients who previously received partial or full DAA treatment but were not cured were not eligible for coverage.
More than 19,000 Illinoisans with hepatitis C are enrolled in the Medicaid program, but this number includes only individuals who know of their
diagnosis: Only half of the 3.5 million people living with HCV nationwide are aware of their status. Meanwhile, Illinois Medicaid denied thousands
of requests for DAAs, granting the cure to only a fraction of those eligible. Prior to the successful negotiations with HFS for this policy change,
Illinois ranked #5 in states with the most restrictive eligibility policies for HCV medication. The number of hepatitis C -associated deaths nationwide was greater than the number of deaths from 60 other infectious diseases combined (including HIV) in 2013. In just Chicago, HCV-related
deaths have steadily increased since 2005. While Illinois Medicaid’s former policies put
thousands of low-income Illinoisans at risk of illness or death, this new policy grants
access to a simple, life-saving cure.
Contact: Tom Y ates/ 312-605-1958/tyates@legalcouncil.org

Legal Council for Health Justice (LCHJ)
Enforcement of Consent Decree to ensure timely access to Medicaid
Legal action to force State of Illinois to either process Medicaid applications timely or offer applicants access to temporary Medicaid coverage when their applications pend longer than 60 days.
Attorneys on behalf of thousands of low-income people filed a motion in court on May 16, 2018 to enforce federal law and the State of Illinois’
agreement to process Medicaid applications in a timely fashion. The attorneys charge that the State is violating both federal law and an Illinois
court order by significantly delaying Medicaid applications and denying residents access to health coverage. The motion, filed in U.S. District
Court in Chicago, asks the court to enforce an existing consent decree that requires the State to determine eligibility for Medicaid within federal
timelines, and to offer temporary medical assistance to people whose application nonetheless pend beyond the federal time limits. The advocates
allege the State is woefully behind on its processing and has not offered temporary medical assistance as a solution.
Under federal law, the State of Illinois is required to process most applications for Medicaid—the federal-state program that provides health coverage to roughly 3 million people Illinoisans—within 45 days. Pursuant to the existing consent decree in Cohen v. Wright, if a determination has
not been made in that period, the State must notify applicants that they are eligible for temporary coverage and promptly provide it if requested.
Yet as detailed in declarations filed by enrollment assisters and healthcare providers, the Illinois Department of Human Services (DHS) is months
behind in processing applications and has also stopped sending notices offering temporary eligibility. As a result, tens of thousands of lowincome people throughout Illinois are being denied medical care. Among the widespread suffering and hardship, pregnant women are giving birth
without health coverage, people facing mental health crises are missing treatment, and children with serious medical conditions are forgoing
crucial medication.
Plaintiffs allege that delays in processing Medicaid applications have worsened in the last several months, and that eligible individuals are routinely waiting for three to six months to have their applications processed and approved. The lawsuit comes after lawyers representing the plaintiffs tried for months to resolve the issues without legal action, but were unable to compel DHS to comply. The plaintiffs are also represented by
attorneys from the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law and Sidley Austin LLP.
Contact: Carrie Chapman/ 312 -605-1981/cchapman@legalcouncil.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Life Span
International Custody Jurisdiction Case
Working together, lawyers in Canada and Illinois used both the international Hague Convention and Illinois law to defeat an abuser’s attempts to use the legal system to further harm the victim and her children.
Life Span’s client, a Canadian national, fled suburban Chicago due to extreme domestic violence in December 2016. Her husband had strangled
her while she was holding their daughter and kept several high-powered firearms in the family home. He was subsequently arrested and charged
with domestic battery and unlawful possession of firearms.
She obtained an Emergency Order of Protection (EOP) and fled to Canada where her family lived. Her husband, represented by an aggressive
firm, filed emergency motions claiming she kidnapped the children, omitting the pending OP and criminal charges. He obtained orders requiring
our client to return to the United States with the children. Life Span’s Kevin Curran vacated those orders based on the husband’s failure to inform the Court pending matters. The husband then filed a Hague Convention case seeking the return of the children. Life Span worked with her
counsel in Canada to build a case for Canadian jurisdiction. The multiple cases dragged on for 2 years. The husband pleaded guilty to attempted
strangulation and unlawful possession of guns, but was sentenced to only 2 years of probation. The husband also accursed Life Span’s client with
violating the Skype visitation order, but his petition was dismissed.
The Canadian court denied the husband’s Hague application under a provision of the treaty that allows countries to decline to return a child if
they think there is a ‘grave risk of harm.’ Without Life Span’s help, the client would have faced the Hague hearing with a finding of contempt
against her, bolstering the husband’s claim that she went to Canada to seek a forum biased against him, and not to protect the children from life
-threatening danger in Illinois.

Contact: Denice W olf M arkham/ 312 -408-1210/dmarkham@life-span.org

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Lawsuit Brought Against ICE for Unlawfully Jailing Young Immigrants
NIJC and Kirkland & Ellis pro bono attorneys filed a class action lawsuit on behalf of unaccompanied immigrant minors transferred
from government shelters to U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) detention centers when they turned 18.
Many, including the lead plaintiffs, came to the U.S. seeking safety from dangerous situations at home and were awaiting reunification with family
or sponsors. A preliminary injunction issued in this case required ICE to reassess the custody decision for the named plaintiffs for placement in
the “least restrictive setting” and alternative forms of custody, as required under U.S. law. As a result of this ruling and reassessment, the two
named plaintiffs were released from detention.

Citation: Garcia Ramirez v. I CE, U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia
Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmacarthy@heartlandalliance.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Roger Baldwin Foundation of the ACLU of Illinois
Appointment of Special Master in B.H. Case and Order for Independent Review of Psychiatric
Hospital
ACLU attorneys and co-counsel successfully advocated for the appointment of a special master in B.H. and for an independent review of a troubled psychiatric hospital treating youth in care of the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS).
The ACLU continues to litigate to force DCFS’ compliance with the B.H. Consent Decree to achieve systemic reform of Illinois’ child welfare system
for the more than 15,000 youth in DCFS’ care, all of whom are B.H. class members. Plaintiffs achieved two recent court victories—the appointment of a special master and an order for an independent review of the treatment of youth in care at Aurora Chicago Lakeshore Hospital
(Lakeshore). The Court agreed that a special master was necessary to resolve fundamental disputes between the parties about the Department’s
responsibilities to develop services and resources for high-needs youth under the current Implementation Plan.
ACLU attorneys also learned that Lakeshore was facing serious allegations of physical and sexual abuse and neglect of patients by staff and other
patients. ACLU attorneys and cooperating counsel demanded that DCFS take immediate steps, including that it stop sending DCFS youth to
Lakeshore for treatment until an independent review is conducted. At a minimum, the review would address abuse allegations of DCFS youth at
Lakeshore during 2018 and the treatment conditions in the hospital’s related psychiatric units. The Court selected the ACLU’s proposed expert to
conduct the review. After the discharge of all DCFS youth from Lakeshore to post hospitalization placements, the Court postponed the review
unless and until Lakeshore regains its Medicare certification and DCFS decides to send its youth to Lakeshore.

Citation: B.H., et al. v. W alker, 88 C 5599 (N.D. I ll.)
Contact: Colleen Connell/ 312 -201-9740/acluofillinois@aclu-il.org

Uptown People’s Law Center (UPLC) and Equip for Equality (EFE)
Victory in Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) Class Action on Behalf of Deaf & Hard of
Hearing Prisoners
Consent decree requiring IDOC to accommodate the communications needs of deaf and hard of hearing prisoners.
IDOC will now individually assess each prisoner as to the hearing/communications accommodations they need. It will provide AS L interpreters for
communications such as during hearings, classes, and medical appointments; as well as hearing testing; hearing aids; closed captioned movies;
and videophones.
Citation: Holmes v. Baldw in, 11 C 2961, Northern District of I llinois (co -counseled with Winston & Strawn)

Contact: Alan M ills/ 773-769-1411/alan@uplcchicago.org
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Significant Litigation, Case, or Class Action
Uptown People’s Law Center (UPLC)
Settlement Reached to Remedy Unconstitutional Healthcare in Illinois Department of
Corrections (IDOC)
Consent decree requires IDOC to radically improve the health care provided to prisoners statewide.
IDOC must create a thorough plan to remedy the unconstitutional level of health care given to its prisoners. They must work with a federal court
monitor to develop a staffing plan which will allow them to provide constitutionally adequate care. The court monitor will remain in place until
the system is brought into compliance with the Constitution. This will all be done under federal court oversight.

Citation: Lippert v. Baldw in, 10 C 4603, Northern District of I llinois (co -counseled with ACLU of Illinois and Dentons)

Contact: Alan M ills/ 773-769-1411/alan@uplcchicago.org

Uptown People’s Law Center (UPLC) and Equip for Equality (EFE)
“Deliberate Indifference” of IDOC Mental Health Care Requires Federal Oversight
A federal court entered a permanent injunction finding that Illinois is violating the constitutional rights of more than 12,000
prisoners with mental illness. The judge found that IDOC violated a 2016 settlement agreement and has been deliberately
indifferent to prisoners’ mental health, in violation of the 8th Amendment.
Dentons (lead counsel), Equip for Equality, Uptown People's Law Center and Mayer Brown represent over 12,000 prisoners with mental
illness and were successful in getting a federal judge to enter a permanent injunction against the Illinois Department of Corrections for
violating a 2016 settlement agreement and the 8th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The judge found that 10 years after the filing of
the class action lawsuit, “mentally ill inmates continue to suffer” and described the changes needed to IDOC’s mental health care as
“monumental.” During a 2 week trial, the court-appointed monitor, and doctors for IDOC, testified the mental health care in Illinois’ prisons is “dangerous” and an “emergency.” The court expressed concern “with the overall lack of a sense of urgency” in response to the
harms being done to prisoners with mental illness. Accordingly, the judge issued a remedy order on December 20, 2018 requiring IDOC to
meet specific requirements related to staffing, class members who are on mental health crisis watch, class members in solitary confinement, class members who are on psychotropic medication, and treatment plans.

Citation: Rasho v. Baldw in, 07 C 1298, Central District of I llinois
Contact: Alan M ills and Barry Taylor/ 773 -769-1411 and 312-895-7317/alan@uplcchicago.org and barryt@equipforequality.org
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Significant
Litigation
Access Living
Exception Rent Increase for People with Disabilities
Access Living led a group of advocacy organizations who successfully collaborated with the Chicago
Housing Authority in its effort to persuade the U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development to approve
higher exception rent payments (higher rental allotments) for housing choice voucher holders with
disabilities in Chicago who need accessible housing.
Access Living led a group of advocacy organizations who successfully collaborated with the Chicago Housing Authority
in its effort to persuade the U.S. Dept. of Housing & Urban Development to approve higher exception rent payments
(higher rental allotments) for housing choice voucher holders with disabilities in Chicago who need accessible housing.
The CHA can now approve an exception rent of up to 250% fair market rate. Because accessible housing is often found
only in newer buildings with more expensive monthly rental fees, this reform greatly expands the housing market for
voucher holders with disabilities.

Contact: M ary Rosenberg/ 312 -640-2155/mrosenberg@accessliving.org

Cabrini Green Legal Aid (CGLA)
Fair Access to Employment (FATE) Bill

While the barriers to employment for people with past convictions are countless the financial penalties associated with
being charged with a crime can be just as devastating. The FATE Bill removed past fines, fees and costs as a barrier to
the sealing of criminal records.
In 2017, Illinois passed the most expansive sealing law in the nation, making nearly all past convictions eligible for sealing relief
through the courts. While the community leaders and coalition members that made this victory possible rejoiced, and the legislative
victory fundamentally changed the practice of criminal records law, not everyone was benefitting as intended.
While thousands more people were eligible for sealing in Illinois, courts throughout the state refused to grant relief to people because
of past, unpaid financial penalties. CGLA saw this impact directly through its implementation efforts throughout Illinois when partnering with jurisdictions to host summits providing criminal records relief to local community members. This resulted in continued cycles
of poverty, as without a job, a person could not pay money owed to the courts, but they could not seal their records to get a decent
job because of the money owed.
With the leadership of coalition members and State Representative Gordon-Booth from Peoria (a community hit particularly hard with
the amount of money levied against people in the criminal courts), the FATE Bill was passed and signed into law. This legislation
demonstrates the significance of our roles as advocates to not just pass good laws, but ensure they are actualized in the courts and
the felt in the lives of people for which it was intended.

Citation: P ublic Act 100-0776
Contact: Beth Johnson and Kimberly M ills/ 312 -374-6187 and 312-374-6897/bethjohnson@cgla.net and kimberlymills@cgla.net
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Significant
Litigation
Center for Disability and Elder Law (CDEL)
Illinois Supreme Court Adopts Rules 280-280.5
On October 1, 2018 Illinois Supreme Court Rules 280-280.5 went into
effect. These rules provide clarity to consumers in credit card and debt
buyer collection actions and standardize the pleadings throughout the
State.
CDEL worked with a group put together by the Access to Justice Commission to
draft and implement new Illinois Supreme Court Rules 280-280.5. These rules strengthen pleading requirements for all consumer collection cases
filed by credit card companies and debt buyers. The rules are necessary because these plaintiffs often abused relaxed small claims pleading requirements and provided very little information to the consumer about the nature of the debt. Some consumers ignored complaints from debt
buyer companies because they were unable to recognize the account. The rules require a standard affidavit to be attached to a ll complaints that
must include identifying information such as the date the account was opened, the charge off balance, and a timeline of assignment if applicable.
Former practices of plaintiffs dismissing the cases on the trial date or asking for multiple continuances are also prohibited by the rule unless
properly noticed. Finally, a clear procedure and standard forms now exists for defendants to assert identity theft.
Many legal aid organizations provided letters of support and testimony at the Rules Committee Hearing in March. The rules went into effect on
October 1, 2018.
Contact: Caroline M anley/ 312 -376-1884/cmanley@cdelaw.org

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH) and Sargent Shriver
National Center for Poverty Law
College Hunger Bill Enactment
Approximately 40,000 low-income community college students in Illinois are now assured access to food security through expanded eligibility for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits.
Having engaged in a multi-year advocacy campaign to expand access to SNAP food assistance for low-income community college students,
CCH and the Shriver Center successfully passed legislation to this effect with support from Heartland Alliance. The legislation makes students
enrolled in Perkins Career and Technical Education programs eligible for SNAP benefits. To access these benefits, it is advisable for eligible
college students to complete a verification form (http://s6624.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/IL-Community-College-VerificationForm.pdf) with their school. To learn more, see CCH’s SNAP Benefits for College Students brochure (http://
www.chicagohomeless.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/SNAP-Brochure.pdf).
Citation: 305 I LCS 5/ 12-4.13b; 89 Ill. Adm. Code 121.75
Contact: Niya Kelly and Tanya Gassenheimer/ 312 -6414140/niya@chicagohomeless.org and Tanya@chicagohomeless.org

Chicago Coalition for the Homeless (CCH)
Repeal of Chicago and other Illinois Cities’ Panhandling Ordinances
The City of Chicago and five other Illinois municipalities repealed panhandling ordinances as a result of advocacy by CCH and the
ACLU. Other cities are examining their ordinances or no longer enforcing them.
Chicago City Council has repealed the city’s panhandling ordinance, after CCH, the ACLU and the National Law Center on Homelessness and
Poverty sent letters in August to 15 Illinois cities to warn that panhandling bans are unconstitutional. The letters were sent as part of a national
campaign to reverse discriminatory and unconstitutional laws. Chicago’s panhandling ordinance was actively enforced against people experiencing homelessness resulting in being ticketed or arrested for violating the ordinance.
In addition to Chicago, letters were delivered August 28 to officials in Aurora, Carbondale, Champaign, Cicero, Decatur, East St. Louis, Elgin,
Joliet, Moline, Oak Park, Peoria, Rockford and Urbana. The August letters notified these communities that since 2015, when the U.S. Supreme
Court demanded closer examination of laws that regulate speech based on its content (Reed v. Town of Gilbert), panhandling ordinance were
repealed or struck down by the courts in more than 55 cities.
In addition to Chicago, Aurora, Oak Park, Peoria, Urbana and Decatur also acted to repeal their panhandling ordinances. Elgin and East St.
Louis said they no longer enforce a ban. Cicero and Champaign have said they are examining their ordinances.
Contact: Diane O’Connell and Rebecca Glenberg/312-641-4140 and 312-201-9740/diane@chicagohomeless.org and rglenberg@aclu-il.org
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Equip for Equality (EFE)
ISBE Inquiry Finds CPS Committed Systemic Special Education Violations
Equip for Equality’s Special Education Clinic played a critical role in getting the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) to
find that the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) committed numerous systemic special education violations.
Equip for Equality’s Special Education Clinic played a critical role as a member of the coalition of 13 parent-centered organizations
(Advocacy Group) that initiated the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Public Inquiry process into systemic special education violations
by Chicago Public Schools (CPS). EFE’s Olga Pribyl was one of two attorneys representing the Advocacy Group in an unprecedented public
hearing held by ISBE in March 2018. After a public input process and three-day hearing, ISBE determined CPS had committed numerous
systemic special education violations.
As CPS develops its remedial plan, the Clinic continues to represent the Advocacy Group by attending
meetings, participating in strategy discussions, and communicating with ISBE and the Monitor overseeing the remedies for CPS’ systemic violations. The Clinic also continues to offer free legal resources for
parents whose children were denied or delayed special education services as described in ISBE’s findings. Key areas of widespread denials and delays included: Extended School Year services, transportation, therapeutic placements, paraprofessional support, and education and related services.

Citation: https:/ / w w w .isbe.net/ Lists/ New s/ New sDisplay.aspx?I D=1211

Contact: Olga P ribyl/ 312-895-7321/olga@equipforequality.org

National Immigrant Justice Center (NIJC)
Resisted Proposed Regulations to Expand Family Detention and Undermine Protections for
Detained Children
NIJC coordinated a national coalition effort to respond to the administration’s proposed regulations that would terminate the
Flores settlement, which provides basic standards for the detention and treatment of unaccompanied children.

NIJC prepared a template comment and concurrently supported a microsite that allowed individuals and organizations to easily create and
submit robust, individualized comments to the proposed rule. As a result, more than 98,000 comments were submitted, significantly delaying any agency movement on the regulations and mobilizing thousands of members of the public to speak out against expanded detention
authority for ICE.

Contact: M ary M eg M cCarthy/ 312 -660-1351/mmacarthy@heartlandalliance.org

