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many generous matching contributions
from participating ﬁrms and companies, the 2014 Campaign also set a new
record for the overall total raised in the
Campaign—$1.81 million.
100% of the individual contributions to
the Campaign again went directly to
CBF grants to 34 pro bono and legal aid
organizations. The Campaign funds
helped to leverage substantially more
funding from government and other
sources, making it possible for the CBF
to again award more than $4 million in
grants in 2014.
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Court Advice Desk, the Chancery Court
Advice Desk, and the Domestic
Relations Advice Desk—that are
managed and staﬀed by lawyers from
CARPLS and the Chicago Legal Clinic.
These desks provide critical help for
people coming into the courts on their
own. Advice desk lawyers can triage the
client’s situation, give brief legal advice
and assistance, and make a referral to
pro bono and legal aid lawyers when
necessary and available.
One of the many advantages for both
clients and the advice desks in the
Center is the presence of JusticeCorps,
an innovative AmeriCorps program
that the CBF ﬁrst launched in 2009
and for the past two years has operated
in partnership with the Illinois
Supreme Court Commission on Access
to Justice. JusticeCorps volunteers, who
are students and recent graduates, act
as docents and provide other procedural and navigational assistance to
people without lawyers.
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adult immigrants who are eligible
under DACA, the most signiﬁcant new
form of immigration relief since 1986.

mately 300 legal aid attorneys in the

When DACA started in August 2012,

Chicago area through pro bono contri-

49,000 young immigrants in Illinois

butions from the Chicago legal commu-

were eligible to apply. One year later,

nity, CLE providers and others. The

64% had applied and 56% had been

CBF also partners with the CBA to

granted Deferred Action, making

provide free CLE Advantage member-

Illinois one of the leading states in

ships to all attorneys employed at

number of applications, percentage of

CBF-funded organizations, providing

eligible immigrants who have applied

unlimited access to CBA programming.

and approval rates.
Research shows that DACA opens the
door to new, life-changing, though
temporary, opportunities. Funding
from the collaborative already has built
signiﬁcantly more legal aid capacity for
assisting immigrants going forward as
well.
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