My Deeds Determine Me...
My first meaningful client contact came as a first or second year associate
when I organized and obtained IRS tax exempt status for a not-forprofit client. Also, thanks to my participation in a Chicago public school
“lawyer-in-the-classroom” program, I enjoyed interacting with students
from different socio-economic, racial and ethnic backgrounds. More
recently I represented a not-for-profit lender providing loans to groups
who bring businesses, social services or housing to communities in need.
I also provide free legal services to low income individuals. It has been
rewarding to participate in such diverse opportunities.

Jeffrey P. Gray
Wildman, Harrold, Allen & Dixon LLP
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Our Deeds Determine Us...
Frightening, foreign, frustrating are the feelings of any litigant in court
represented by an attorney, and even more so when not represented.
Will I be treated fairly, they ask?
And, the judge, presiding over the case, also frustrated, trying to be fair
and patient.
Enter Pro Bono Counsel! As a judge, I heave a sigh of relief, and
express gratitude. The Pro Bono attorney provides a better chance for
justice to prevail for all.

Hon. Sophia H. Hall
Circuit Court of Cook County
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Our Deeds Determine Us...
We serve as court-appointed guardians ad litem for minors in contested
Probate guardianship cases. Many of the adults in these cases suffer from
long term substance abuse, mental health or other serious issues. Our
cases combine intense litigation with even more intense emotional family
struggles. By working as a team, we are able to support each other while
we use our individual skills and talents to advocate for the children.

Folarin S. Dosunmu & LaVerne F. Horton
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
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My Deeds Determine Me...
At Corboy & Demetrio, I seek justice for my clients on a daily basis. Pro
bono allows me to provide access to justice for those in our society who
would not otherwise receive it. One pro bono client was an elderly widow
entangled in a credit card scam. She didn’t know how she got into it or
how to get out of it. I was able to prove that she owed nothing—there
was no debt. The experience was extremely gratifying because my work
relieved a great deal of stress from the woman’s life.

Matthew T. Jenkins
Corboy & Demetrio P.C.
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My Deeds Determine Me...
Delivering the closing argument in a capital sentencing hearing is handsdown the most moving professional experience I have had or ever will
have. It is difficult to put into words the sense of responsibility and
privilege I felt at the thought that another human being was relying upon
me to argue for his very life. And when the jury came back with a “no
death” verdict, I felt a high that was higher than any good mood you could
imagine. Maybe doctors get to experience that feeling all the time – but it
isn’t often that a lawyer can say “I saved a life today.”

Terri L. Mascherin
Jenner & Block LLP
President, The Chicago Bar Association
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My Deeds Determine Me...
I started volunteering at a neighborhood legal clinic 31 years ago, and
I continue to supervise pro bono cases. Although my involvement in
pro bono has broadened to include other roles, there is nothing more
satisfying than winning a case or solving a problem for a pro bono
client. Like most endeavors that involve service to others, pro bono has
benefited me far more than my clients. It has made me a better lawyer
and a better person. My career and my life would have been poorer –
and duller – without it.

Stephen R. Patton
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
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Our Deeds Determine Us...
Pro bono attorneys are one of the most important resources in our court
system. In mortgage foreclosures, less affluent litigants come to court
confused and need legal assistance. They don’t know their rights or
options. Pro bono attorneys who give advice at the help desk, counseling
at mediation or representation in the courtroom render an invaluable
service, making the legal process understandable and accessible. When
they stand up for those who cannot stand up for themselves, they stand
up for justice. Thank you to all the pro bono attorneys who serve justice
by serving others.

Hon. Jesse Reyes
Circuit Court of Cook County
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My Deeds Determine Me...
My father, a first generation Chinese immigrant, suffered racial
discrimination. His experience inspired me to become a lawyer and
fight injustice. Although my very busy litigation practice leaves me little
time, I make pro bono work a priority. The Asian community is vastly
underserved and I am proud that I helped found the Chinatown Pro
Bono Legal Clinic. We help people who have no English language skills
and are culturally different. Our clients come in fearful of what to expect
and leave grateful.

Anne I. Shaw
Shaw Legal Services, Ltd.
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My Deeds Determine Me...
In the 70’s, we all thought we would do big things to change the world.
Thirty years later, as a real estate finance lawyer, my pro bono work
consists of small economic development projects in little known city
neighborhoods. I’ve done the legal work for a homeless shelter in a
Puerto Rican neighborhood and an affordable housing project in a low
income south side area. I hope today’s young transactional attorneys won’t
focus on our profession’s limitations, but will do pro bono work to stay
connected to the ideals that drew them to the practice of law.

Mark Simon
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
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My Deeds Determine Me...
Georgia C. is why I do pro bono. My colleague Brett Johnson and I
spent 6 months and hundreds of hours to get her the pension benefits
she’d earned. When we told her that her employer had finally agreed to
a significant settlement, she cried tears of joy. We had literally changed
someone’s life simply by doing our jobs and using available resources.
This project was life changing for both me and my client. I know I will
never forget the feeling of helping her and I will continue to work to help
those like her as best I can.

Todd Solomon
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
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My Deeds Determine Me...
For over twenty years, I have been a top trial lawyer, devoting my career
to my paying clients, regularly billing in excess of 2500 hours. I juggled
substantial client responsibilities with the demands of raising three
children with my spouse (also a practicing lawyer). In 2008, when I
decided that that I should be doing pro bono work too, I sent an email to
my team: “Hell has frozen over. I am going to do pro bono work. And
you should too.” Now my associates and I are regular and substantial
participants in our firm’s robust pro bono program.

Donna J. Vobornik
SNR Denton LLP
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