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P A S T, P R E S E N T A N D FU T U R E

The CBF has played a lead role in driving legal innovations over the years, working with many dedicated partners to transform

2010’s

1991 | Justice for Youth Campaign
engaged hundreds of volunteers in juvenile
court reforms efforts and expands access
to key legal assistance

CBF provided seed funding to help
launch several new pro bono and
legal aid organizations that go on to
become long-term successes, among
them the Chicago Legal Clinic, National
Immigrant Justice Center, and Center
for Conflict Resolution

1999 | Illinois Equal Justice Act passes, first dedicated state
funding for legal aid and access to justice

1995 | Groundbreaking
court-based pro bono
advice desk launched in
Circuit Court for minor
guardianships

Network of court-based advice desks developed in federal and state courts,
providing critical legal help to tens of thousands of people each year

2007 | Investing in Justice Campaign
launched in Chicago, goes on to
become largest campaign of its kind
in the country

2005 | Annual Pro Bono Week debuts in Chicago, goes
on to become national celebration

2010 | Mortgage Foreclosure Mediation
Program launched with Circuit Court of Cook
County, helps many thousands save homes
and avoid unnecessary foreclosures

2013 | Justice Entrepreneurs Project
launched, becomes national model for legal
innovation for making legal services more
affordable and accessible

2016 | Access to Justice Act fully took effect
with associated funding, making possible the launch
of the Illinois Armed Forces Legal Aid Network

2014 | Circuit Court Resource Center for People Without Lawyers opened
in Daley Center along with expanded Illinois JusticeCorps program, now
helping more than 50,000 unrepresented people each year

2012 | Illinois Supreme
Court Commission on Access
to Justice formed, with CBF as
a lead partner and providing
initial core staffing and support

The Future

CBF developed long-term
partnerships with Chicago
Volunteer Legal Services and
other pro bono and public
interest law organizations

1980’s

CBF launched first major
fundraising efforts, including
launch of Life Fellows Program

1970’s

1960’s

1950’s

CBF is formed

CBF made first grant to support access to
justice, to Legal Aid Society

2000’s

1990’s

1948

the system. You can make it possible for the CBF to continue to play this leadership role in the future.

Technology has the potential to significantly improve access
to justice IF it is responsibly implemented to ensure people
in need have access to the appropriate level of legal help
to fairly and effectively resolve their problems

Courts have the potential to greatly increase fairness and
access through simplification, technological innovations,
and partnerships with the larger legal community

The legal community’s leadership role in pro bono and access
to justice is evolving yet will be more important than ever
amidst changing tides of the profession

With government budgets at all levels
under severe pressure, the need for a
strong and coordinated advocacy voice
from the legal community is even more
critical to secure sufficient funding for
legal aid and related services

